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Students 
celebrate 
diversity, 
despite rank
Alison Espach ’07
News Staff
In light of The Princeton Review’s lat­
est ranking of Providence College as the 
No. 1 most homogenous student popula­
tion in America, “Unity Week”—a series 
of week-long events 
COLLEGE geared toward enhancing 
EVENT diversity—was a success. 
Despite a lingering cam­
puswide concern regarding student demo­
graphics, the events received administra­
tive and student support.
“Unity Week is one way that we are 
intentionally trying to provide members of 
the PC community with an opportunity to 
learn about unity and diversity,” said Dr. 
Edward Twyman, dean of the Balfour 
Center for Multicultural Affairs. “Campus 
representatives should see efforts and 
events that demonstrate attempts to devel­
op an appreciation for differences in cul­
ture and perspectives.”
The appropriately themed week, “One 
Week, One Community,” began Monday 
with its opening ceremony and ethnic food 
festival and closed Wednesday with a 
speech on the Providence community by 
Mayor David N. Cicilline. The week also 
included an International Student panel, a 
community service fair, and a theatrical 
performance celebrating multiculturalism.
Students and faculty have said that in 
recent years the College’s multicultural 
awareness levels have significantly 
increased. They attribute the rising sup­
port for diversity promotion to both 
administration and student support.
“PC has taken two major steps that 
should have a positive impact in increasing 
the number of students who have histori­
cally been underrepresented at the 
College,” said Twyman, citing need-based 
financial aid and the test-optional policy. 
“It is also reasonable to expect PC to make 
significant strides in achieving diversity 
both among our student population and our 
faculty and staff.”
Some students say that while the 
College does not have the numbers to sup­
port it, students are very aware of cultural 
differences.
“I don’t think it is a serious problem,” 
said Tiffany Ladin ’07. “We don’t have 
that much diversity, but we are still aware 
of it. I don’t think we are closed off from 
it.”
Despite increasing diversity awareness, 
however, some students say the campus 
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Some people might do a double-take when learning that PC has an on-campus bar. 
Many students and staff members, however, see McPhail’s as a safer alternative to 
a night out at the local establishments.
Raising the bar
Beth Finan ’07
News Staff
Over the course of a typical three-hour 
afternoon shift, McPhail’s employee 
Athena Fokaidis ’09 said that about 30
people might come in to the facility to play
FEATURE
pool and ping-pong or pur­
chase a milkshake.
Peter Ryan ’ 10 said that 
he comes to McPhail’s to
watch the big screen television and lounge 
on what are “probably the most comfort­
able couches on campus.”
This casual atmosphere, however,
Washers create loads of controversy
Jennifer Jarvis ’07
News Editor
Many students are familiar with the rou­
tine: After exhausting their supply of 
underwear, socks, and that last ill-fitting
pair of gym shorts, they trudge down to the
laundry room in despera-
CAMPUS      tion only to find all the  
NEWS machines occupied—or
broken.
In the month of September, 50 mainte­
nance calls concerning washers and dryers 
were reported to the Office of Residence 
Life, according to Dr. Steven A. Sears, 
dean of residence life. The problem, Sears 
said, is in part because students do not 
know how to use the machines.
“We have to do a better job educating 
people how to use washers and dryers,” he 
said, adding that “Students have the ten­
dency to overload the washers,” which 
damages the spinning mechanism.
Warren Gray, assistant vice president for 
business services, agreed that many prob­
which Fokaidis likened to “The Max” 
from “Saved by the Bell,” is turned on its 
head on the weekends.
Instead of milkshakes, students are 
drawn to the bar by $2 cans of 
Narragansett beer. Where the couches once 
were is a spacious dance floor. And any 
hope of having a conversation in which 
vocal cords are not strained is gone out the 
window as soon as the live bands begin to 
play and the room fills with hundreds of 
shouting students.
Although this type of scene is typical of 
any neighborhood bar or club, the situation
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lems arise from students’ misuse of the 
machines, which is more prevalent in 
freshman dorms, he said.
“A lot of our service calls are machines 
that have been overloaded with soap,” he 
said. After the first couple weeks of 
school, however, service calls “go down to 
almost nothing,” he said. The number of 
calls is typical for the beginning of the 
school year, said Gray, citing similar fig­
ures for last September.
So far this year, Aquinas Hall has been 
the main source of maintenance issues. 
Considering that Aquinas has only 24 of 
the more than 200 machines on campus, 
the five service calls for that building is 
disproportionately high. Gray said.
The main reason for these problems was 
due to plumbing difficulties in the hall. 
The removal of sinks from all the dorm 
rooms, and the installation of three new 
bathrooms caused disruptions in the 
plumbing, causing backups in the washers. 
In addition, the project was under time 
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Freshman hopes 
to give rise to 
poetic outlet on 
campus
Kerry Bergin ’09
News Staff
Move over, Walt Whitman. A PC fresh­
man has stepped up to create a poetry slam 
tradition at Providence College with the 
Department of English.
“I’m not starting a club, 
STUDENT though it does have the 
INTERES1 potential to become that,” 
said Kaly Thayer, ’10. 
Thayer has had her share of experience in 
poetry slamming, having competed and 
attended slams. She has started a group in 
her hometown of Albuquerque, N.M. 
Thayer said she hopes to get students inter­
ested in poetry slams so that they can com­
pete with each other.
“Slam is for writers who want to con­
nect with their work, instead of just trying 
to get it published. A slam is a competi­
tion,” said Thayer. She said she believes 
that slam poetry is “poetry the way it’s 
supposed to be done.” While spoken word 
poetry is simply a poetry reading, slam 
poetry is a performance, complete with the 
intended emotion behind the author’s orig­
inal words.
Thayer said her goal is to schedule two 
slams at Providence College this year. She 
said she plans to contact the Board of 
Programers (BOP) and use the stage in 
McPhail’s for performances.
Dr. Bruce E. Graver, professor English 
and chair of the department, said he sup­
ports Thayer’s efforts. Although he has 
never been involved in a poetry slam, he 
encourages this form of art.
“The more you can bring literature out 
of the classroom and into, well, the bars,” 
Graver said with a laugh, thinking about 
McPhail’s, “the better off literature is.” 
Graver said the growing popularity of 
poetry slamming helps to counteract the 
decline of performed art in the 20th centu­
ry-
“Literature was taken out of the mouths
POETRY/Page 2
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Off-campus students without washers 
in their houses sometimes do their 
laundry in PC dorms to save a trip to 
the laundromat.
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CALENDAR October 6 to 12
6 Friday
3:00 p.m. Women’s 
soccer vs. Syracuse 
at Glay Field
7:00 p.m. Men’s 
ice hockey exhibi­
tion game vs. St. 
Thomas University 
at Schneider Arena
7Saturday
2:00 p.m. Men’s
soccer vs.
Pittsburgh
3:00 p.m. Women’s 
tennis vs.
Monmouth
8 Sunday
1:00 p.m. Women’s 
soccer vs. St. John’s 
at Glay Field
9Monday
Columbus Day, No 
classes
10 Tuesday
3:00 p.m. Men’s 
soccer vs. Brown
7:00 p.m. Comedy 
Night in McPhail’s
10:00 p.m. Prayer 
and Praise in St. 
Dominic Chapel.
11 Wednesday
3:30 p.m. Hounds 
of the Lord:
Dominicans and the 
Inquisition lecture 
in the Campus 
Ministry Center
3:30 p.m. OAS 
workshop on Speed 
Reading, Room 333 
in the library
5:00 p.m. Taste of
Asia in McPhail’s
12 -Thursday
11:30 a.m. Things 
for Thursday: Tie 
Dye a T-shirt on 
Lower Slavin
7:30 p.m. PC
Poetry and Fiction 
series presents 
professor Joel 
Brouwer of the 
University of 
Alabama in
Feinstein 400
McPhail’s: Promoting debauchery or unity?
continued from front page
in McPhail’s is unique because of its loca­
tion in the heart of campus. Some may 
question the wisdom of serving alcohol on 
campus, as it seems to promote a party 
environment and could lead to debauchery 
and destructive behavior.
However, Todd Incantalupo, assistant 
director of the Student Activities- 
Involvement-Leadership (SAIL) Office/ 
Slavin Center, does not see a problem.
“Drinking is not the focus of our events. 
You can come here and have a good time 
dancing or listening to the band without 
drinking alcohol.”
In addition, both Incantalupo and Maj. 
John Leyden, executive director of safety 
and security, reported that they have not 
witnessed a major incident in the five years 
that McPhail’s has been open.
Students have also noticed the lack of 
fights and other problems.
“McPhail’s is the most low-key of all 
the partying people do, as opposed to 
Prime Time and places like that,” said 
Katie Collins ’07.
“Things can get a little crazy there, but 
not dangerously so,” said Jen Ferro ’07. 
“It’s not as bad as other places.”
“People usually behave and are usually 
pretty responsible,” said Steve Kennedy 
’07.
Incantalupo attributed McPhail’s inci­
dent-free record to the fact that the bar 
seems to attract an older crowd on the 
weekends, as well as the school policy that 
no shots are served. The bartenders are 
well trained, he said, and keep an eye on 
the number of drinks that a patron buys to 
ensure that he or she is not passing them 
off to underage students.
Its fun atmosphere is 
laidback and generally just 
feels like home.
Liz Iannessa ’07
Because all students are allowed in 
McPhail’s, even when alcohol is being 
served, it “creates an atmosphere that’s 
tougher to manage,” said Incantalupo. “We 
do whatever we can to make sure everyone 
who is drinking is 21,” such as giving out 
wristbands and limiting the number of 
drinks one can purchase.
The Office of Safety and Security also 
assists the McPhail’s staff in checking 
identification and monitoring underage 
drinking, according to Leyden. One or two 
officers are present on weekends in 
McPhail’s, with another six available if 
issues were to arise, said Leyden.
Despite the inherent risks that go along 
with serving alcohol on campus, both stu­
dents and members of the administration 
view it as indispensable.
Although Will Brown ’08 lives off cam­
pus, he said that he occasionally goes to 
McPhail’s on the weekends because “it’s 
close by and there is usually live entertain­
ment.”
“I like Senior Night because it’s fun to 
be in the same place with a lot of your 
friends,” said Kennedy, who also cited the 
live bands and drink deals as his main 
draws to McPhail’s.
Another oft-cited benefit to having 
McPhail’s on campus is that it provides a 
safe place for students to hang out on the 
weekends.
’‘Having McPhail’s on campus elimi­
nates the need to travel off campus and 
provides a safer environment for people to 
drink,” Collins said.
“I would rather have students on cam­
pus because it’s a safer environment here,” 
said Leyden. Incantalupo agreed, saying,
“Every student that stays on campus is 
one that is not off campus, where there 
could be an incident” such as the reported 
robberies and other crimes that have 
occurred recently, he said.
Besides serving as a weekend hotspot, 
McPhail’s is also useful for student organ­
izations and their events. Liz Iannessa ’07, 
president of the Board of Programers 
(BOP), said that BOP uses McPhail’s fre­
quently, both on the weekdays for their 
coffeehouses and on occasional weekends 
for events such as Margaritaville.
“We love using McPhail’s,” she said. 
“It’s a central location on campus that 
allows us to draw attendance to events 
from those students eating in Alumni 
[Cafeteria], Its fun atmosphere is laid back 
and generally just feels like home.”
Incantalupo described McPhail’s and 
the events that take place there as a “huge 
service to the students” that can “enhance 
the college experience.”
“The popularity of McPhail’s has large­
ly drawn the upperclassman social life 
back onto campus,” said Iannessa. “I think 
this is great for class unity and emphasizes 
the friendly and family atmosphere that 
makes PC unique.”
Poetry:
A place
to slam
continued from front page
of human beings and put into textbooks,” 
said Graver. “This does not help the disci­
pline as a cultural force.”
Graver said he believes that the English 
department should sponsor the group of 
poetry slammers in their initial stages. He 
puts his trust, however, in the leadership of 
Thayer, and is confident the event or club 
will take on a life of its own.
Interested participants do not need pre­
vious training or experience. Once she has 
an interested group of students, Thayer 
plans to schedule an introductory slam les­
son, where she will explain how to slam 
and give demonstrations. She is also con­
sidering a trip to a local poetry slam, “so 
people can see what it’s really like,” she 
said.
Throughout the year, Thayer plans to 
organize group editing sessions and causal 
jam sessions in addition to competitions.
For more 
information about poetry 
slams, 
Kaly Thayer ’10 ah
Kthayer2@providence.eau
This Week's Upcoming Events in Campus Ministry! 
All are invited to participate in any event! 
Questions? Email ministry@providence.edu
Thursday, Oct. 5th: Rosary for Peace, sponsored by Prayer Services and 
Devotional Life 9:00 p.m., Grotto
Sunday, Oct. 8th: Running Club, sponsored by Christian Athletes 10:00 a.m., 
meet in front of Slavin Center
Monday, Oct. 9th: Service at St. Patrick's Soup Kitchen, sponsored by Hunger 
Awareness and Outreach4:00 to 5:30 p.m., St. Patrick's Catholic 
Church (244 Smith Street)
Tuesday, Oct. 10th: Running Club, Sponsored by Christian Athletes 7:00 a.m., 
meet in front of Slavin Center
Prayer and Praise 10:00 p.m., St. Dominic's Chapel
Wednesday, Oct. 11th: Hounds of the Lord: Dominicans and the Inquisition 
Lecture, Open to all 3:30 p.m., Campus Ministry Center 
Weekly Rosary, sponsored by Prayer Services and Devotional Life 
7:00 p.m., St. Dominic's Chapel
PC for Life Committee Meeting 8:00 p.m., Campus Ministry Center 
Exposition of the Holy Sacrament 7:00 to 9:00 p.m., St. Dominic's 
Chapel
Thursday, Oct. 12th: Running Club, Sponsored by Christian Athletes 
4:00 p.m., meet in front of Slavin Center
Service at St. Charles' Soup Kitchen, sponsored by Hunger 
Awareness
and Outreach 4:00 to 5:45 p.m., St. Charles' Soup Kitchen (178 Dexter
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The long and the short of
Rick Kurker ’09
News Staff
When you see Providence College stu­
dents voluntarily running or jogging 
around campus, your first thought might 
be that they are crazy. After all, why 
would anyone want to 
CAMPUS exert themselves so much 
NEWS and put that kind of strain 
on their bodies voluntari­
ly? Yet PC students have a variety of rea­
sons for why they run, ranging from com­
petitive training to helping a good cause.
According to a 2004 national survey, 
about 80 percent of college students 
engage in some form of exercise weekly, 
and running tops the list of the most com­
mon exercises for typical college students. 
Whether one is jogging on a treadmill or 
running laps around the track, running is a 
cardiovascular exercise that, for some, has 
become a way of life. Staying fit was a 
primary motivation for Mike Verzino ’07 
to take up running in high school.
“I started [running] to get in shape and 
lose a lot of weight, but then it just became 
a part of my lifestyle—a daily routine that 
I became more and more interested in,” 
Verzino said.
Now Verzino is running for a different 
reason. He will be participating in the 
Chicago Marathon on Oct. 22 with Team 
C.A.R.E (Conquering Alzheimer’s 
Running Endeavor), a group that is work­
ing to raise money for patients with 
Alzheimer’s.
“I decided to run a marathon because 
ever since I started running, it has been a 
goal of mine to complete,” Verzino said. 
“I decided to run Chicago because it was a 
convenient time of year since the majority 
of my training could occur over the sum­
mer when my time was more flexible.”
But training for a marathon is no easy 
task. Verzino said that he is following an 
18-week training schedule that involves 
short runs during the week and a long run 
ranging from eight to 20 miles each week­
end. Additionally, he does a weekly cross­
training workout and regularly lifts 
weights to stay in shape.
“I think that by running competitively 
in large races such as marathons, you are 
competing against yourself, pushing your­
self to see how well you can do, and not 
competing against other runners,” said 
Verzino. “I made the choice to be compet-
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Left to right: John Yodzis ’07, Colleen Fitzgerald ’07, and Mike Verzino ’07, are 
three members of a large running population at Providence College. They are all 
currently training for marathons.
itive to prove to myself that I can achieve 
the marathon both mentally and physically. 
As I see it, running takes much more men­
tal agility than physical.”
Joining Verzino in the Chicago 
Marathon is Colleen Fitzgerald ’07, who is 
also running for a charity. Fitzgerald, like 
Verzino, has been running since high 
school. This will not be her first big run­
ning event.
“This will actually be my second 
marathon—my first was Boston 2005,” 
said Fitzgerald. “It had always been a 
dream of mine to run a marathon before I 
graduated college, and I loved the experi­
ence of training for Boston so much that 
Mike Verzino and I decided to run Chicago 
together.”
Fitzgerald is running in support of 
World Vision, a group that supports chil­
dren in need around the world. 
Fitzgerald has been closely following the 
Intermediate I marathon training schedule, 
outlined by Runner’s World editor Hal 
Higdon, which involves running almost 
every day of the week. In addition, 
Fitzgerald swims, bikes, and does some 
light weight training and crunches to pre­
pare for the marathon.
“It’s only three weeks away, and I’m so 
excited,” Fitzgerald said.
John Yodzis ’07, who has also been run­
ning since high school, is participating in a 
different marathon than Verzino and 
Fitzgerald; he is taking on the New York 
City marathon.
“I ran a marathon my senior year of high 
school and I felt like I was due for another 
one,” Yodzis said. “The New York City 
Marathon is one of the largest in the world, 
and I thought it would be fun and exciting 
to experience it.”
Yodzis has been training for the 
marathon by running 50 to 60 miles per 
week, including long runs on the weekend 
that range from 12 to 20 miles. He also 
does cross-training and core muscle train­
ing. Yodzis will be running on Team 
Livestrong in the marathon.
“I decided to start running competitive­
ly because I loved how this sport was an 
individual journey,” Yodzis said. “Your 
accomplishments and failures are personal, 
and you only have yourself to face every 
day when you are training.”
Other runners who are regularly seen on 
campus are members of the Track and 
Cross country teams, who run to represent
___________________ The Cowl 3 
running 
Providence College in sporting events.
Ahmad Haji ’08 runs both track and 
cross country and he has been running 
since he started high school. Haji said he 
averages 85 miles per week and does a 
variety of different routes around campus. 
Although he has not yet run a marathon, he 
said he hopes to run a few marathons after 
graduation, since most of the “elite run­
ners” wait until after graduation to attempt 
a marathon.
“What I like most about this sport is rac­
ing,” said Haji. “It is a challenging sport 
both mentally and physically. It is satisfy­
ing competing against other individuals 
too.”
Ben Saviet ’09, who has been running 
since the sixth grade, began running for the 
cross country team when he was a fresh­
man in high school, and now is a member 
of Providence College’s cross country and 
indoor and outdoor track teams.
“[Running] is a very independent activ­
ity,” Saviet said. “It’s time to myself when 
I can be introspective without any distrac­
tions, like a hyperactive roommate.”
During the summer, Saviet kept up with 
a training schedule of running 65 miles per 
week, including a long run of 14 to 15 
miles, with one day of rest weekly. 
However, Saviet said he does not plan on 
running a marathon anytime soon.
“I haven’t run a marathon yet,” Saviet 
said. “It’s bad for a younger body that can 
still be competitive at shorter distances. I 
plan to when I’m about 30.”
Joining Saviet on the indoor and out­
door track teams at PC is James Lourenco 
’08. Lourenco, who has been running 
since his freshman year of high school, is 
now in his third year as a member of the 
track team.
“My teammates are really great and I’ve 
made a lot of good friends because of this 
sport,” Lourenco said. “On top of that, it’s 
kept my body in great shape, and even 
though track takes up a lot of time, it defi­
nitely keeps me more focused on my 
school work.”
Lourenco said that his participation in 
the track team has forced him to make and 
maintain a good schedule.
As a sprinter and middle distance run­
ner, Lourenco said that he has not had the 
time to properly train for a marathon, 
which requires much time, dedication, and 
intense distance training. However, 
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Laundry: Communication provides good, clean experience
continued from front page 
constraints.
“We only got in there three days before 
early arrivals,” Gray said.
Sears, however, recognized that the 
other dimension of the problems is the 
quality of the machines. Katie McMicken 
’09 can attest to that.
“One time a machine filled up with 
soap,” she said. Another time, “the dryer 
turned a lot of my white clothes a tinged 
blue.”
“In the old dryers, it took two hours for 
my bathrobe to dry,” said Kate Scurlock 
’09.
Fortunately for Scurlock, new dryers are 
being installed in every building except for 
the Suites, said Gray.
“The machines are less likely to break 
down,” as well as being more energy-effi­
cient, he said. The washers have all been 
installed within the past three years, Gray 
said.
All machines will continue to be coin- 
free, which has been the system at PC for 
four years, Gray said, based on student 
feedback.
“Coin-op machines break down a lot 
faster,” he said, because the coin slots are 
often the site of the problem. In addition, 
the concern of where to get change for the 
machines would arise. Instead, PC has a 
contract with Mac Gray, one of the largest 
laundry suppliers in the industry.
“We set the program in place to meet a 
need,” Gray said.
According to Gray, the maintenance 
service on the new machines versus coin­
operated ones is probably faster. Because 
Mac Gray gets paid per machine, there is 
more incentive to put a greater number of 
machines in each building. In addition, no 
company wants a reputation for slacking 
off.
“These companies have survived in a 
very competitive environment . . . cus­
tomer satisfaction has to be there,” he said.
PC and Mac Gray shared the revenue 
from the coin-op machines. But does PC 
make money on the laundry fee?
“Probably not,” said Gray, citing the 
overhead costs associated with laundry, 
such as water, electricity, and the time 
spent on maintenance.
According to Sears, other ways students 
can help laundry rooms run more efficient­
ly is to call when there is a maintenance 
problem. Without a report, the Residence 
Life office does not know that a machine 
needs to be fixed. Students should be as 
detailed as possible when making a main­
tenance call. Finally, underloading the 
washers is also an issue, as it is wasteful 
and ties up the washers unnecessarily.
“A lot of people only put one shirt in 
[the machines],” said Scurlock.
“We try our best to provide a positive 
quality of life” to the students, Sears said, 
adding it is also imperative that students 
communicate with the Residence Life 
office to help maintenance occur quickly.
“It’s all of our community, but it is ulti­
mately Residence Life and security’s 
responsibility,” Sears said.
Any lines in the laundry rooms may be 
caused by another culprit as well—off- 
campus students using on-campus facili­
ties.
“From time to time, we’ll find students 
coming in [to the dorms] with hockey 
bags” full of laundry, which is an obvious 
sign that they do not live in the building, 
said Sears.
Off-campus students do not pay the 
laundry fee, which is $90 per semester, 
according to the Providence College Web 
site. Thus, if they are observed using the 
on-campus laundry services, they usually 
receive a fine.
“I’d be curious to know if they’ve actu­
ally written anyone up,” said Sarah Dunn 
’07, an off-campus student, adding, “It’s 
fair as long as people know the policy.”
According to Sears, members of the 
Residence Life office can usually identify 
students who shouldn’t be using the laun­
dry facilities, either because they cannot 
recognize the students or the students are 
standing at the doors waiting to be let in.
Eric Brescia ’07, now an off-campus 
student, said that when he was living in 
Fennel Hall during his freshman and soph­
omore years, many off-campus students 
did their laundry in the dorm. The Suites, 
however, now seem to have the most inci­
dents, according to Sears.
“The majority of the people we found 
[using the laundry room illicitly] are in the 
Suites,” he said, adding that he surmised 
the proximity to off-campus student hous­
ing made it a first-choice place.
Gray said that students can combat this 
issue.
“They can’t get in the door to your dor­
mitory unless you let them,” he said. “It’s 
a self-policing type of a problem.”
Sears says that the Residence Life office 
tries to prevent misuse of the laundry 
rooms by trying to get to know the resi­
dents as much as possible. In addition, 
PC’s guest policy helps resident assistants 
to identify who should and should not be in 
the building, allowing for better monitor­
ing of the laundry rooms, he said.
Brescia said he knows off-campus stu­
dents who bring their laundry to campus. 
The allure can be in the amount of 
machines available.
“I have a sketchy landlady,” he said. 
“Whenever things break, she never fixes 
them.” After one of the washers in 
Brescia’s house broke, his housemates all 
had to share the remaining washer. When 
circumstances such as this arise, some stu­
dents opt to use the on-campus facilities. 
Sometimes money is an issue too.
“It’s just to be expected that people are 
going to break the rule,” Dunn said.
Although a concern, Sears said that the 
issue is a minimal expense to the College.
“From our perspective, it doesn’t appear 
to be that significant as of yet,” he said.
Dr. Steven A. Sears and 
Warren Gray provide tips for 
a pleasant laundry experi­
ence:
1. Do not use too much 
detergent. Front-loading 
washers are soap efficient.
2. Do not overload or under­
load the machines.
3. Report maintenance prob­
lems promptly, giving plenty 
of specific details.
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HAGGARD GRADUATE 
SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY
Unity: Dean has plans 
for cultural education
Angie Horn-Andreu, M.Div., ’07
Director, High School and College Ministries, 
Forest Home, Forest Falls, California
LESSON LEARNED: No question threatens God.
MY STORY: Imagine this - a 16-year-old comes up to you 
and asks how God, who is supposed to be loving, allowed 
his friend to die in a car accident. How do you begin to 
answer this? 1’11 tell you how I do it.
To learn more about Angie’s inspiring story and explore 
the theology programs offered:
CLICK
CALL
EMAIL
www.apu.edu/stories/aandreu
(800) TALK-APLJ
graduatecenter@apu.edu
continued from front page
demographics remain too similar each 
year.
“I believe that PC tries to have every­
thing it needs as far as clubs and organiza­
tions for different ethnicities,” said 
Nicholas Volpe ’08. “But when it comes to 
seeing a more diverse campus, I don’t real­
ly see a difference.”
“This isn’t what all schools are like,” 
said David Jose ’07. “But you can only 
admit people who apply, and PC needs to 
do a better job reaching out to the minori­
ty community.”
While PC’s demographics have not seen 
much change, the administration is work­
ing on new plans to expose students to cul­
tures outside the PC community.
“I really want to develop and implement 
a short-term cultural immersion and serv­
DENIELLE BALSARI ’07/The Cowl
David N. Cicilline, center, mayor of Providence, is presented with a shirt by Brent 
Gilbert ’07 and Amy Baker ’07 at the Student Congress meeting Tuesday. 
Cicilline spoke about the Providence community in honor of Unity Week at PC.
ice program for a diverse group of stu­
dents,” said Twyman.
“During the winter break, students 
would travel to an international destination 
and be immersed in that culture while 
comparing and contrasting a social justice 
issue of their choice.” The destinations, 
which include Nigeria, Ghana, and the 
Dominican Republic, are generally situat­
ed near a priory of Dominican Friars, 
Twyman said.
The week received a wide range of 
sponsors such as Student Services, Board 
of Programers (BOP), the Office of 
Student Activities-Involvement-Leader- 
ship (SAIL)/Slavin Center, the Board of 
Multicultural Student Affairs (BMSA), 
Campus Ministries, the Office of 
Residence Life, the Feinstein Institute for 
Public Service, and the Balfour Center for 
Multicultural Affairs.
Eye Doctor
Elina Goman Baskin, O.D.
At Providence Eye Associates
50 Maude Street 
Providence Rl
Less than a mile away from PC Campus!
*Get 10% off on contacts and eye glasses with PC student card*
"Comprehensive Eye Exams / Eye *Get the latest style of designer and
Emergencies* budget frames*
‘Athletes: Check out the new Nike MaxSight 
Sport-Tinted Contact Lenses*
Most insurances accepted New patients are welcome!
Call for an appointment
401-351-5664
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ROTC cadets apply summer 
lessons to fall training
Running:
PC students 
get up and go
Chris Donnelly ’08
News Staff
Throughout the course of the summer 
Providence College students from the 
Patriot Battalion underwent a six week 
course for Reserve Officers’ Training 
Corps (ROTC) students 
COI .1 FOR across the country. Among 
SPOTLIGHT the 122 ROTC programs in 
the Eastern Region, the 
Patriot Battalion had the second best ratio 
of cadets receiving the rating of excellent. 
This course allows students to take on 
leadership roles in this year’s ROTC pro­
gram, preparing underclassmen for this 
experience.
More than 4,000 ROTC students partic­
ipated in the Leadership Development and 
Assessment Course (LDAC) held at Fort 
Lewis, Wa. The purpose of the course is to 
evaluate a cadet’s progress before his or 
her senior year.
“It was the culmination of the past three 
years of ROTC at Providence College,” 
said Adam Bolton ’07.
The course is important to cadets 
because performance in the course is a 
major factor in determining whether or not 
the cadets receive their choices in branch 
assignments. A branch assignment is the 
specific section of the army a cadet is sent 
to, as in infantry, intelligence, aviation, etc.
The cadets are tested in areas such as 
land navigation, physical fitness, and field 
and garrison activities. The Patriot 
Battalion seniors bested the averages for 
all the categories they were judged on.
The highest rating a cadet can earn is 
excellent. The Patriot Battalion sent 12 
members, nine of which were PC students, 
and eight members received an overall rat­
ing of excellent. The only school with a 
higher average of cadets receiving an 
excellent rating was Fordham University, 
which sent fewer people.
The PC seniors who went to Fort Lewis 
were: Bolton, Tim Aras ’07, Ben Dalton 
’07, Cullen De Bourgknecht ’07, Terrence
Flanagan ’07, Matthew Kotowski ’07, 
Jennifer Kramer ’07, and Michael Miller 
’07. The Patriot Battalion consists of sev­
eral Rhode Island colleges and UMass 
Dartmouth. Of the other three seniors, one 
attends Bryant University and two attend 
Rhode Island College.
The Patriot Battalion also received the 
sixth highest scores in land navigation and 
11th highest in physical fitness. Although 
national scores are not known yet, Lt. Col. 
Paul Dulchinos, chair of the Department of 
Military Science, said he believes that the 
battalion might be in the top five national­
ly-
I think I underestimated myself 
and, after going through the 
exercise, I had a sense of 
accomplishment. I noticed in 
the military there is always 
someone looking out for you.
Marie Putko ’10
“What we did just showed how well we 
were trained throughout,” said De 
Bourgknecht.
These cadets returned to PC this semes­
ter as seniors, but also as leaders of the bat­
talion. The seniors are placed in the lead­
ership role this year and their responsibili­
ties are to run the battalion and make sure 
the underclassmen, particularly the juniors 
are prepared to take the LDAC.
“A lot of the training we put on their 
shoulders will actually be conducted by 
them,” said Dulchinos.
“We are working as a team and we plan 
everything so things run smoothly for the 
underclassmen,” De Bourgknecht.
Each senior was given a leadership role
in the battalion as well as the responsibili­
ty of running physical training, planning 
field training exercises, and teaching lead­
ership labs, which cover practical skills, 
such as jumping out of a helicopter.
“It’s a big time commitment for the sen­
iors, but we love it,” said Bolton.
Last Friday began the first field training 
exercise of the semester, which lasted three 
days. The exercise consisted of night and 
day land navigation training and a leader­
ship reaction course, which was a prob­
lem-solving exercise.
“The weather held up for us and we 
were able to meet all our training objec­
tives,” said Dulchinos.
“They performed very well. They 
stepped up to the challenge. For most of 
them it was a brand new experience,” said 
Bolton.
Approximately 60 students, half from 
PC, participated in the exercise, which was 
planned by the seniors and supervised by 
the ROTC staff. The cadets were driven to 
Camp Edwards, near Cape Cod, 
Massachusetts, and flown by helicopter by 
the Rhode Island National Guard to their 
training area.
“I think I underestimated myself, and 
after going through the exercise, I had a 
sense of accomplishment,” said Marie 
Putko ’10, who participated in her first 
field training exercise. “I noticed in the 
military there is always someone looking 
out for you.”
“It was a good chance to get in leader­
ship positions,” said Garret Chase ’08, 
who will be going to the LDAC this sum­
mer.
The Patriot Battalion is comprised of 
nearly 70 students, around 60 percent of 
whom attend Providence College. By 
expanding its satellite program, the battal­
ion saw an upswing in recruitment last 
year. Every year the battalion produces 
about 12 to 17 officers, and next year 
Dulchinos said the battalion is on target to 
commission 20 students, which is the high­
est since 1998.
continued from page 3
Lourenco said that in the future he would 
love to run a marathon and possibly even 
participate in a triathlon.
Lourenco’s training schedule consists of 
running six days a week, with a focus on 
speed-geared workouts since he is not a 
long-distance runner.
“As a sprint and middle distance guy, 
the most mileage I’ll ever hit is usually in 
the 40 miles a week range, while some 
guys on the cross country team easily get 
up over 70 to 80 miles a week,” Lourenco 
said.
Lourenco also does some weight train­
ing two days a week to stay in shape.
For those interested in running to stay 
in shape or just for the fun of it, PC runners 
have several recommendations for running 
routes. Although Lourenco admits that it 
is difficult to find good trails due to the 
location of Providence College, he said he 
has found several that have worked well 
for him, namely heading up the hill on 
Smith Street and going to the nearby dog 
park. Fitzgerald recommended running up 
Blackstone Boulevard on the East Side and 
into North Providence and Lincoln, while 
Saviet and Yodzis prefer running in 
Lincoln Woods Park. Verzino said he 
enjoys running along Naragansett 
Parkway, while Lourenco and Saviet 
agreed that running on the golf course near 
Rhode Island College is another ideal loca­
tion.
“The golf course is nice because it’s a 
more forgiving surface than the roads,” 
Saviet said.
For more information
Mike Verzino: Teamcare.kintera.org;
Type “Mike Verzino” under the 
“Sponsor Participant” tab.
Colleen Fitzgerald: 
www.firstgiving.com/fitzy
The QUEST
Quality, Unity, Excellence, Scholarship, and Triumph
Point Totals after the Scavenger Hunt :
1st Team Nasty 500 points
2nd Team Showers 425 points
3rd Domination Station 350 points
4th Conquistadors 325 points
5th Team 12 300 points
6th Average Joes 275 points
7th Angry Seamen and Mermaids 250 points
8th TheMC's 225 points
9th Blue Barracudas 200 points
10th Mighty Ducks 175 points
11th Quailman 150 points
12 th The Blue Barracudas 125 points
13th The Caustic 5 100 points
14 th Team 17 75 points
15th The Hustlers 50 points
16th The Trendsetters 25 points
17th TheM&Ms 0 points
17th Team 11 0 points
17th The Not So Secret Agents 0 points
Remember to submit Quest points to your RA and help your team outl
Sponsored by the Office of Residence Life
PC student at home in Thailand
Editor's Note: This is the first-hand 
account of a Providence College student 
studying in Thailand who is experiencing 
the recent political upheaval in the nation, 
as well as its thriving culture.
by Alex Leroux ’08
Guest Writer
Two days after my last final exam in 
May, I left home to study abroad at 
Assumption University in Bangkok, 
Thailand, where I live in a condominium 
my parents bought five years ago.
The condominium is conveniently locat­
ed next to the office complex of their busi­
ness, where I work in addition to going to 
class.
While Assumption University, led by the 
Brothers of St. Gabriel, requires uniforms, 
but the environment and atmosphere are 
not entirely different from that of 
Providence College: Assumption even 
learns the curriculum in English.
I found Assumption quite different from 
any U.S university or college because Thai 
schools primarily emphasize culture and 
tradition in shaping modem society, as 
well as the need for group work and fami­
ly unity. In the United States, the focus is 
more on individuality and self-exploration.
Even though my nationality is Thai, 
there is a lot that I do not even know about 
my heritage and the way my culture works, 
and that is one of the reasons why I chose 
to study here as opposed to at a PC-affili­
ated study abroad school in another Coun­
try-
Studying the economical, political, cul­
tural, and business structure of the country, 
as well as the language that is my heritage, 
helps me in the long run. If I hope to be a 
good business leader in my parents' inter­
national company, I will need this knowl­
edge.
Also in attendance at Assumption are 
about 40 students from Loyola University- 
Maryland. It was nice to associate with 
students who are used to the same 
American culture and lifestyle to which I 
am accustomed.
I have seen and experienced many 
events thus far, such as the 60th anniver­
sary celebration of King Bhumibol 
Adulyadej's accession to the throne of 
Thailand in June.
Many foreign leaders and royalty attend­
ed the celebrations in Bangkok, consider­
ing King Bhumibol Adulyadej is the 
longest reigning king in Thailand’s histo­
ry-
Perhaps the most notable event from an 
international perspective, however, was 
the recent coup d’etat. Thailand is in a 
political struggle, and the Thai military has 
taken matters into its own hands by pre-
COURTESY OF ALEX LEROUX ’08/The Cowl
Alex Leroux ’08, third from the left, is pictured with his classmates from 
Assumption University in Thailand, where he is studying abroad.
COURTESY OF ALEX LEROUX '08/The Cowl
Assumption College in Thailand
venting Prime Minister Taksin Shinawatra 
from re-entering the country.
Thai generals believe that Taksin’s 
behavior has been unfair to the people of 
the country and that there is widespread 
corruption taking place behind the scenes.
In response to this, the country declared 
a state of emergency on Sept. 20. Major 
office buildings, universities, schools, and 
places that normally bring a massive 
amount of people together were closed.
The military seized control of media 
broadcasting stations, and news was not 
reported at all that day. Officials stationed
military soldiers at Bangkok International 
Airport to prevent Taksin from attempting 
to enter the country. He had no other 
choice but to stay in New York at the time, 
later flying to London.
The reason for the cancellation of school 
was to prevent any protest or revolt against 
the Thai coup. Officials learned from past 
experience, when a massive protest took 
place on the streets of Bangkok in 
September of 2006 between pro- and anti- 
Taksin factions.
For this reason, the Thai military chose 
to close off main streets—and basically 
shut down the city for the day.
Currently, the atmosphere in Thailand is 
relatively calm. People are not running 
around frantically or hiding in their homes. 
Even though there are military soldiers 
patrolling and stationed on some major 
streets, most citizens seem to think little of 
the coup taking place.
Almost everyone is carrying on with the 
routine of his or her daily life, following 
normal schedules and going about busi­
ness as usual.
Overall, my study-abroad experience 
thus far has shown me a different side of 
life, one in which society and culture are 
the main influences in shaping each indi­
vidual.
• Throughout this experience, I have also 
become aware of many differences and 
similarities between the United States and 
Thailand. Being bom and raised in the 
United States allowed me to develop, 
mature, and think like an American, but 
my time now in Thailand is teaching me to 
cultivate and preserve my heritage.
Enough
Clowns, eggs, and addiction
Clowning around in an election year
Freshman candidates are currently in 
the process of running for student con­
gress, looking for the chance to make a dif­
ference, and the election season for those 
running for public office around the coun­
try is also in full swing.
Not everyone, however, is taking this 
process seriously. According to the 
Associated Press, a professional clown in 
Alameda, Calif, is running for mayor of 
the city. The clown, Kenneth Kahn, has 
not previously run for any type of office. 
While some may find his campaign amus­
ing, others do not.
Even his own mother and sister are not 
laughing about this stunt. The pair was 
quoted by the Associated Press as saying,
"Her son doesn't have a chance,” and, "He 
is making a mockery of our system.
Eggs on the face dangerous
The ever popular prank of egg-throwing 
may be more than an inconvenience to 
some unlucky target this Halloween—it 
may be dangerous.
The Emergency Medical Journal recent­
ly cited 18,000 victims who were hit by 
raw eggs between November 2004 and 
December 2005, all of whom required 
medical treatment.
Of these, 13 sustained serious injuries. 
All were male, and their average age was 
27 years old. Nine of them had injured 
eyes, and in eight cases, eyesight was sig­
nificantly affected.
Three of these injuries were minor, two 
were considered moderate, and the rest 
were filed as serious. Twelve of the 13
recovered with one patient requiring major 
surgery.
Food, not just cocaine, addictive
The statement., "I am addicted to sweets, 
may not be as far off as you think, accord­
ing to Dr. Gene-Jack Wang of the U.S. 
Department of Energy. Wang simulated the 
process that takes place when the stomach 
is full, to track how the brain finds out that 
information.
For two years, patients were implanted 
with gastric stimulators to tell the brain the 
stomach is full.
After tracing the path of the messages of 
satisfaction, Wang found that among other 
areas affected, one was the same that has 
been linked to craving in cocaine addicts.
—Compiled by Kim Krvpa '07 and
Jim Hanrahan '09
October 5, 2006
Do you consider Wikipedia to 
be a reliable source for your 
schoolwork?
No, but I trust Wikipedia's sources 
like academic articles.”
Andrew Miner ’09
"Yea, I pretty much trust it."
Ricardo Arocha ’08
Sofia Graca ’09
“I would put it in a paper and not 
even cite it. If it's in an 
encyclopedia it's common 
knowledge.”
Wesley Beaulieu ’09
Compiled by Julianne Spohrer ’07
World
Ask PC
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Children best investment for developing nations
By Erin Egan ’07
World Staff
The 2007 World Development Report, 
released in September, focuses on the 
unprecedented number of children in 
developing nations and the "demographic 
window of opportunity" that it is creating, 
as phrased by the World Bank's chief 
Economist, Francois Bourguignon.
If governments can assure these smooth 
life transitions through direct expenditures 
on health care and education then their 
investment "may be one of the most pro­
found decisions a developing country will 
ever make to banish poverty and galvanize 
its economy," said Emmanuel Jimenez, 
lead author of the report, and director of 
human development in the World Bank’s 
East Asia and the Pacific Department.
The call for investment in today's grow­
ing youth population is a harmonious pro­
motion of social justice and productivity 
in the modern global economy.
Investing in the world's youth may 
never be deemed inappropriate, but if 
there were ever a time to adamantly push 
for it, it is now.
There are 1.3 billion young people liv­
ing in developing nations today. 
According to the World Bank, the youth 
population is the largest, healthiest, and 
most educated in history.
This yields immense potential for eco­
nomic growth and future labor markets.
Bourguignon warns, “The opportunities 
are great... but these young people must 
be well-prepared in order to create and 
find good jobs."
If properly prepared, the growth of this 
historically large youth population could 
have impacts that span far greater than its 
generation. However, if ill equipped, it 
will contribute to large unemployment 
rates and a variety of social tensions.
Already, today's young people make up 
half of the global unemployment rate. 
The World Bank predicts that the Middle 
East and North Africa alone must create 
100 million new jobs by 2020 to accom­
modate this growing demographic.
There has been major progress through­
out past years to lift children from disease 
and poverty, including UNICEF's 
Campaign for Child Survival which led to 
drastic drops in child mortality.
Developing
Nations
As a result, we are now on the brink of 
surging economic development if we can 
further invest and alleviate the hardships 
children endure.
The World Bank estimates that 130 mil­
lion children worldwide are illiterate and, 
in Ghana specifically, young girls remain 
illiterate after six years of government- 
funded schooling.
UNICEF estimates that one child under 
the age of 15 dies every minute of AIDS.
Investment climate surveys conducted 
by the World Bank estimate that greater 
than one-fifth of all firms located in devel­
oping nations, such as Algeria, 
Bangladesh, Brazil, China, Estonia, and 
Zambia, rate inadequate skills and educa­
tion of their labor as a severe obstacle in 
their operations.
Emerging economies are growing, and 
in order to compete on a global scale, 
"even the most low skill jobs . . . require 
secondary school completion, sometimes 
even university studies—even though 
there is no need for it," said a youth from 
Buenos Aires, Argentina in the report.
The Development Report has broken 
down five major youth transitions that 
have the largest impact on a child's life 
and on the economy at large. These are 
continuing to learn, starting to work, 
developing a healthful lifestyle, beginning 
a family, and exercising citizenship.
by Jim Hanrahan ’09
Asst. World Editor
Everything from the reason men have 
nipples to the religious affiliation of Mos 
Def, to the effects of caffeine on a spiders' 
web construction, can be found on 
Wikipedia.
The free encyclopedia provides informa­
tion on almost anything a wandering mind 
could wonder about. But who exactly is 
providing this wealth of information, and 
how reliable are its contributors?
The popular site was recently ranked as 
one of the 20 most visited sites on the Web 
and is a popular resource for college stu­
dents.
Dr. Karen Holland, professor of history 
at Providence College, has only perused 
the site but cited a more general concern, 
noting she is "generally opposed to stu­
dents relying on any encyclopedia for 
more than the most basic background 
information.”
She added that, “Encyclopedia entries 
should, at best, point students to the schol­
arly resources appropriate for their 
research and papers.”
Holland said she discussed the topic with 
a reference librarian who "indicated that 
the accuracy and depth of the Wikipedia 
entries varies considerably, though editors 
are expected to remove incorrect informa­
tion and keep the entries up to date."
Merits of Wikipedia subject to debate
Popular online encyclopedia earns ire of some PC professors
Regardless, it is difficult to deny the 
influence of Wikipedia among students 
and in pop culture. The site has even 
appeared on the “Colbert Report” and was 
referenced in the U.S. Supreme Court.
Launched in January of 2001, Wikipedia 
has achieved heightened popularity, grow­
ing to include more than five million arti­
cles in 229 language editions, with 
1,413,457 articles available in English 
alone.
TIM PISAC1CH '07/The Cowl
Wikipedia.com, the free Internet 
encyclopedia, is an increasingly popular 
resource for college students—but many 
debate its merits and accuracy.
David Gerard, a Wikipedia enthusiast 
and editor who resides in London, meets 
with nearby editors regularly. In a recent 
interview with The Cowl, he emphasized 
changes Wikipedia has undergone, includ­
ing many projects like Wikispecies, a bio­
logical database, and Wikinews, a free- 
content citizen-written news wire.
Wikipedia is funded by the nonprofit 
Wikimedia Foundation, and was created 
by Larry Sanger and Jimmy Wales, who 
both had experience in online encyclope­
dia software.
The information on the site is provided 
legally by the General Free 
Documentation License, which allows the 
redistribution of works as long as authors 
are cited.
The main problem with the site, howev­
er, has been that anyone may add to or edit 
articles due to the site's open-source soft­
ware. This also means the site is suscepti­
ble to online vandalism and that articles 
are often subject to dispute, which is usu­
ally noted on the page through a series of 
color codings depending on how many 
times the disputed fact has been reviewed.
The community of Wikipedia is made 
up of dedicated editors from various areas 
of expertise. Editors monitor changes 
made to pages in these topics. Debates 
over information are settled by experi­
enced senior contributors to the site, who 
have more access than the average user. If 
necessary, final decisions over content are 
decided on by founder Jimmy Wales.
Wikipedia hopes that the editing process 
will improve as the site ages with an 
emphasis on collaboration. Some editors 
have deemed it a "socially Darwinian evo­
lutionary process," perhaps one day lead­
ing to perfection.
Gerard agreed, noting that "the quality 
standard expected in English Wikipedia 
has certainly gone up. Existing articles get 
formatted better and are expected to have a 
higher standard of referencing than previ­
ously. This is slowly carrying to existing 
content."
Dr. Margaret Manchester, assistant pro­
fessor of history at the College, does not 
believe that Wikipedia is a valid resource.
"It's notoriously unreliable in terms of 
the accuracy and verifiability of its info. 
In my opinion, it should not be allowed as 
reference for research papers . . . there are 
no referees who can guarantee its contents. 
The purpose of a liberal arts education is to 
help students to find and evaluate evidence 
and to communicate their analysis effec­
tively. Wikipedia is not good for that type 
of higherdevel thinking skill."
Surprisingly, Gerard doesn't disagree, 
"It's a useful place to get an overview of a 
subject," he said, but noted that students 
"should look at other, deeper reference 
works on the subject. A good Wikipedia 
article should have at least some refer­
ences listed.
“If it doesn't, then student beware. Its 
depth is lacking in places, but it's broad 
enough to have a remarkable range of cov­
erage at least to some degree," he said. 
“We want people to use Wikipedia sensi­
bly and usefully and to respect it for what 
it is."
Spotlight Are trans fats a thing of the past?
Amanda Silk ’08
World Staff
New York City is home to more than 
20,000 restaurants of varying types. Each 
restaurant will be greatly affected if a pro­
posal is passed by NYC’s board of health 
that will force them to eliminate nearly all 
trans fats from menu items.
Trans fats raise “bad” cholesterol and 
lower “good” cholesterol, which leads to a 
buildup of fatty plaque in the arteries. As a 
result, trans fats cause weight gain and 
raise the risk of heart disease, a heart 
attack, a stroke. Trans fats have also been 
linked to diabetes.
Mat Fabiani '08 approves of the pro­
posal, saying, “I don’t have a problem 
with the banning of these fats. Our society 
as a whole has been gaining weight for a 
long time and if this is a possible solution 
to that, to becoming healthier as a nation, 
then I’m all for it.”
The National Restaurant Association 
(NRA) opposes the plan and is likely to 
lobby hard to fight it. Donna Garren, vice 
president of health and safety regulatory
affairs for the NRA told The Wall Street 
Journal, “We think it’s unreasonable, and 
it’s a one-size-fits-all approach that will 
not work well for the restaurant industry”.
Most food service providers use cooking 
oil made from soybeans. Soybeans are 
inexpensive and abundant but they contain 
linolenic acid, which can spoil the oil
Love fried foods?
The following eateries 
have pledged to stop 
using oils with trans-fat 
in their cooking:
Legal Seafood
Panera Bread
Ruby Tuesday
California Pizza 
Kitchen
Wendy’s
quickly. To divert this problem, the soy­
bean oil is hydrogenated. This addition of 
the hydrogen creates trans fats.
To avoid trans fats in cooking oils, some 
companies have tried to switch to cooking 
oils made from a different base product, 
such as canola, sunflower, or palm. 
Unfortunately, these oils can change the 
feel and taste of the product. Additionally, 
some are not as plentiful, economical, or 
long lasting as soybeans
Four years ago, McDonald’s announced 
that it would stop using soybean oil to pre­
pare fries. It has not yet changed over, 
however, because it cannot find alterna­
tive oil suitable to its needs and con­
sumers’ tastes. Burger King has announced 
that it tested different oils as well but has 
not made a permanent change from soy­
bean oil.
Despite McDonald’s and Burger King’s 
shortcomings, the Wendy’s chain has 
proven that a change from soybean oil can 
be done. In August, Wendy’s removed a 
considerable amount of trans fats from its 
menu by switching oils. Legal Seafood, 
Panera Bread, Ruby Tuesday, and 
California Pizza Kitchen have also 
removed all, or a significant amount of, 
trans fats from their menus.
A message was left for Peter Chojnacki, 
general manager of Sodexho on campus, 
to inquire about the use of cooking oils at 
Raymond Cafeteria and Slavin; but the call 
was not returned in time for The Cowl's 
press deadline.
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Last week The Cowl asked its 
readers to choose what class 
trip they would most like to 
take. Here’s the consensus:
■ A trip to a poetry slam-
24%
■ A trip to the Statehouse - 24%
□ A trip to a. homeless s heft® cr a 
soup It itchen - 19%
□ A trip tothemuiuem of Natural
History st Roger Williams Farit - 
14%
■ A trip to one of Rhode te land = 
many art galleries -10%
THIS WEEK:
What changes would you like to see made to The Cowl?
1. ) More investigative stories about the College
2. ) A more attractive front page
3. ) A weekly feature that chronicles the lives of PC students
4. ) More colored photos/cartoons/student art
5. ) More opinion pieces in which writers debate hot issues on campus
Vote on www.thecowl.com and find out the 
answer in next week’s issue of The Cowl
October 5. 2006
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It’s ‘not a tumor’ 
it’s global warming 
that’s the problem
by Andrew Sparks ’09 
Commentary Staff
The murky and convoluted issue of 
global warming has been heating up the 
press lately, with former vice president Al 
Gore ardently campaigning against it and 
scientists voicing the 
GLOBAL urgency of taking steps to 
WARMING avoid such an environmen­
tal disaster. Incidentally, 
last Wednesday, Sept. 27, the governor of 
California, Arnold Schwarzenegger, 
signed into law the Global Warming 
Solutions Act—a bill that would impose 
the nation’s first cap on greenhouse gas 
emissions. The signing of this bill was 
heralded world-wide, as British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair was present at the 
signing via video link. According to 
Schwarzenegger, this law ushers in “a bold 
new era of environmental protection.” 
Why is that hard to believe?
Although more should be done to 
protect the environment and reduce green­
house emissions, the best way to go about 
this is to change the personal opinions of 
the public, without having to use govern­
ment regulation to hem in the people who 
act like disobedient children. Still it 
comes as no surprise that the first state to 
enact such a bill as Global Warming 
Solutions Act is California. The insulated 
and irresponsible advocates of the 
Hollywood crowd undoubtedly added fuel 
to the fire, thereby offering Americans 
another opportunity to show they don’t 
care what movie stars have to say about 
politics. One of the most egregious 
hypocrisies is apparent in this bill’s sign­
ing, however, is personified in the gover­
nor of California himself. For example, 
Schwarzenegger was the first person to 
ever own a Hummer for civilian use in 
1992 and even presided over the introduc­
tion of Hummer’s latest model, the H3. 
When elected governor of California, how­
ever, Schwarzenegger performed one very 
environmentally friendly act when he con­
verted the freed source of one of his 
Hummers to run on hydrogen gas. This, 
of course, is a perfectly viable solution to 
reduce harmful emissions, if only every­
body could afford the $21,000 price tag of 
such a conversion.
If people are really going to 
support and fight against global 
warming, the celebrities and 
politicians really must change 
their movement’s image and 
priorities.
Another hole in the global warm­
ing argument concerns the people who 
demand action and the manner in which 
they warn others of the threat. One of the 
most commonly used arguments appeals 
not only to Americans, but future genera­
tions, who will be most affected as the 
harmful effects begin to accelerate. One 
public service announcement, for instance, 
likens global warming to an unstoppable 
train, threatening a little girl. This is a 
touching image, but the only question is, 
what little girl? To clarify the point, 
Americans have stopped replacing them­
selves for the past 20 years, when we 
reached zero population growth. 
Therefore, the only growth in this coun­
try’s population comes from immigrants, 
whether legal or illegal. It seems strange 
that the people who advocate for contra­
ception, abortion, and even partial birth 
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Human rights to take backburner?
by Laura Bedrossian ’07
Commentary Editor
POLITICS
Torture may be defined by many 
things. Being forced to eat Grandma’s 
homemade, rock hard fruit cake on 
Christmas Eve or perhaps the seemingly 
endless amounts of homework and 
inevitable lack of sleep that accompany 
school are torturous for some. My own 
breaking point is my little sister’s singing 
voice when “teamed” up with the likes of 
Paris Hilton. However, the more tradi­
tional ideas of torture such as the definition 
found in the American Heritage 
Dictionary, the “infliction of severe physi­
cal pain as a means of punishment or coer­
cion” is the definition that isn’t usually on 
everyone’s minds. We’re in the 21st cen­
tury and have transcended those ancient 
thoughts and practices, or so I thought, 
until our own country had recently passed 
a bill that infringes upon everyone’s basic 
human rights.
I’ve heard and read so many differing 
opinions on the whole issue. But last 
week, the White House-approved terror­
detainee legislation—the 2006 “Military 
Commissions Act”—was given the green 
light. Some say that it is necessary for the 
bill to be enacted so that we can quash the 
threats to our country while stating that the 
bill also maintains the “spirit of 
Geneva”—the Geneva Convention that is. 
Others state that the bill provides for an 
invasion of our basic human rights by 
denying prisoners a fair trial and the right 
to habeas corpus, among other issues.
The bill was a compromise between 
both sides with language that gives the 
president a leading role in deciding which 
interrogation methods are permitted by 
that provision of the treaty. It also prohibits
Tackling the issue of homelessness in the state
by Aiden Redmond ’08 
Commentary Staff
Finding a means to create supportive 
housing for Rhode Island's homeless pop­
ulation has been a back-and-forth struggle. 
For years. Providence's homeless have had 
few places to turn to for help. 
SOCIAL Even shelters that were 
ISSUES developed to help those with 
no homes only perpetuated 
the serious problem.
According to Dr. Eric Hirsch, professor 
of sociology at Providence College and 
Government Relations Chair of the 
Coalition for the Homeless in Rhode 
Island, the homeless residents have to 
arrive each day at 4:30 p.m. and leave the 
next morning by 7:30 a.m., take communal 
showers with more than 100 people in 
same vicinity, and sleep in "congregate 
shelters" with 40 people in the same room.
"We need to do away with emergency 
shelters and start creating permanent hous­
ing for Rhode Island's homeless," said 
Hirsch.
One of the state's biggest opportunities 
to do so, he said, is to factor permanent 
housing into the new plans to develop a 
new $48-million police headquarters in 
Cranston, R.I.
This project will get rid of Rhode 
Island's largest homeless shelter, the 
Welcome Arnold House, in order to make 
room for the new police headquarters. The 
Welcome Arnold House provides shelter 
for approximately 100 individuals each 
day, and if the proposal were approved and 
the shelter destroyed, it would leave 
roughly 300 individuals roaming the 
detainees from going to court to protect 
their rights to challenge their imprison­
ment or seek civil damages for mistreat­
ment—a basic right we Americans are 
accustomed to. Drawing even bigger 
protest is a provision that would bar 
detainees from challenging their deten­
tions in court, a right usually afforded 
defendants in military and civilian courts.
Furthermore, according to Amnesty 
International, the bill strips persons held in 
the detention center at Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba of the ability to file a writ of habeas 
corpus. Many of these prisoners have been 
held for almost five years without knowing 
their charge.
Many others are concerned over the 
new bill because it creates a new tribunal 
system which will try people in a military 
commissions system that lacks due process 
protections as it establishes a “dual track 
system of justice,” one for Americans and 
another for foreign nationals that has min­
imal safeguards.
uscivilflags.com
Other groups, such as Amnesty 
International, are highly worried for the 
future of human rights under the provi­
sions of the bill. According to the 
Amnesty International Web site, the bill 
provides for a redefinition of fundamental 
areas of the law, which include returning to 
an antiquated definition of rape and sexual 
abuse which further increases the difficul­
ty of prosecuting the responsible individu­
als. Similarly, retroactive immunity is now 
provided for those accused in creating 
policies or participating in abuse and other 
acts long believed to be torturous, inhu­
streets of Rhode Island without a home.
Considering that there are about 6,400 
homeless individuals in the state-a number 
that has increased by 45 percent through­
out the past five years—the need for sup­
portive housing is even greater than the 
need for a new police headquarters.
While the shelters that already exist in 
Rhode Island do provide homeless men 
and women with a roof over their heads, 
the living situations in the shelters is in no 
way befitting of any man or woman. 
Homeless shelters are notorious for the 
diseases that are commonly passed on to 
their residents, with some of the larger 
shelters even suffering from bed-bug infes­
tations as of late, according to Hirsch.
If the proposed police headquarters 
building were to go through, Hirsch said, 
instead of creating more shelters, the state 
should start to focus on helping those in 
need by providing permanent housing.
In the long run, permanent housing is 
cheaper and a way of providing the home­
less with an actual home and not just a 
place to spend one night out of the week.
Though Rhode Island's homeless shel­
ters are far from perfect, we cannot over­
look the fact that they do temporarily get 
people off the streets—even if it is only for 
one night out of a week. And despite the 
flaws that plague the state's shelter system, 
such problems cannot a justification for 
the demolition of the state's largest shelter, 
which would leave hundreds of individuals 
that depend on its presence with nowhere 
to turn.
Organizations like Crossroads and the 
Corporation for Supportive Housing are 
man, or degrading. Each and every provi­
sion takes away from the basic human 
rights that should be allowed to all.
Another frightening thought is that any­
one determined to be an “unlawful enemy 
combatant” could be detained by the U.S. 
government anywhere in the world for any 
act. The act of course goes undefined and 
is up to interpretation, which is what 
makes this so dangerous. It is then up to 
the leaders to decide the “appropriate” 
course of action.
You do not have to be a scholar of the 
U.S. Constitution to know that many of the 
plans of the bill would violate our basic 
rights as Americans. So why aren’t more 
people furious with this new bill? That’s 
a good question. My own friends did not 
even hear of the bill passing.
What made America different was our 
respect for human rights. We must be 
above unfair practices of coercion; we can­
not detain without letting the prisoner 
know the charge, we cannot torture despite 
the crimes of the person in question, and 
we cannot run secret prisons. If we do not 
follow these practices, how are we any dif­
ferent than the countries we condemn for 
being cruel and abusive?
“This is a matter of conscience, an 
American conscience,” Sen. John McCain 
told ABC News in an exclusive appear­
ance on This Week with George 
Stephanopoulos. “Are we going to be like 
the enemy, or are we going to be the 
United States of America?”
Perhaps with this new bill Bush will 
advance in his quest on the war on terror. 
However, as many of us have learned, the 
end does not justify the means. I for one 
do not want my country abusing human 
dignity. The country I know, love, and 
live in leads and sets the example for the 
world on human rights ... or so I thought. 
Sources:CNN.com, Amnesty International, 
BBCnews, ABCnews- 
paving the way in developing practical and 
much needed solutions—solutions that 
have been proven to make a significant 
impact in the quest to end homelessness in 
Rhode Island.
Instead of creating an effort to develop 
more shelters, which only provide home­
less individuals with a night of respite 
from the streets, a movement is being 
made to start developing more sites for 
permanent housing, sites like Crossroads 
and the Corporation for Supportive 
Housing.
This alternative solution has been 
proven in many cases to get homeless men 
and women off the streets for good, while 
providing them with the skills needed to 
get their life back together and be con­
tributing members of society.
Permanent housing would be an out­
standing improvement for the state to 
undertake on many levels, and it would 
also be more financially efficient and 
affordable for the state to support than to 
maintain its shelters. Providing a homeless 
individual a house of his or her own gives 
him or her the motivation needed to stay 
out of the shelter system and ultimately 
takes a giant leap forward in ending home­
lessness itself.
The increasing homeless population in 
Rhode Island is indeed a crisis situation, 
but with the right mindset, appropriate 
funding, and proper recognition as a seri­
ous problem, it is something that can 
undoubtedly be fixed. It can all start with 
a progressive plan to replace the Welcome 
Arnold House with permanent housing for 
the state's homeless.
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Uhh . . . YOU can bless this one, Tom.
by Betsy Rouleau ’08 
Commentary Staff
It’s 3:00 a.m. It’s cold and dark, and 
you’re exhausted. You’ve just left the 
chapel basement, or perhaps you’re com­
ing from Ditraglia. You’ve got an exam 
tomorrow, and you’ve spent the whole 
evening studying. You just want to get 
back to Bedford, or maybe Suites Hall. 
When you reach the top of Guzman hill 
and begin the steep decline, you have a 
suspicion that someone is behind you. Are 
you being followed? Uneasy, you look 
around. There’s no one else nearby. What 
do you do?
Under the “blue light” system at 
Providence College, call boxes are strate­
gically placed around campus. If students 
feel unsafe or ill at any time, day or night, 
they can hit the call box and a security 
guard or team will arrive in a matter of sec­
onds. If a student were ever in a situation 
similar to the one described, a call box 
would be his or her best friend. PC stu­
dents can see them in various obvious 
locations: Between the library and Slavin, 
outside of McDermott, and outside the 
chapel to name just a few. There are about 
32 call boxes distributed throughout cam­
The PC blue light 
special
pus. Usually, when you stand at one of 
them, you can see another blue light in the 
distance.
In my opinion, one of the most danger­
ous places on campus is Guzman hill. The 
walk from upper to lower campus is a fair­
ly lengthy one (relatively speaking, con­
sidering Providence College’s 105-acre 
campus), and it is truly the only place on 
campus where a blue light cannot be seen. 
If a student were to trip and fall on a cold, 
icy night, or if there were a personal safe­
ty concern, the nearest call box on the side 
of Guzman is not readily accessible. I sug­
gest the placement of another blue light by 
St. Joseph Hall, Accinno Hall, or at the 
threshold of Huxley Avenue. Another call 
box in the Bedford and Davis courtyard 
would also be a welcome addition.
I spoke with Maj. John Leyden, 
Executive Director, Safety and Security, 
and my suggestion was well-received. He 
stated that this is a situation he will further 
explore. We as students have as much of a 
responsibility to protect ourselves as the 
safety and security team does. We as stu­
dents should be aware of ones surround­
ings: Evaluate where you are and how you 
can make smart decisions concerning your 
own well-being.
Tangents and Tirades
Islam’s got some explaining to do. Last week two letters to the editor condemned me 
for transgressing political correctness by pointing to Muslim violence without mention­
ing the past crimes of Christians. The crimes that they referred to are either complete fic­
tions (“the Church’s unwillingness to condemn the Holocaust”—read The Myth of 
Hitler’s Pope), or, like most wicked Christian actions, have been greatly exaggerated in 
scale by those who wish to undercut the Church’s moral authority. Nevertheless, through­
out history Christians have acknowledged, condemned and even apologized for atroci­
ties committed by them and their religious forebears. When has Islam done the same for 
its repeated attacks on Christian countries, occurring both long before and after the 
Crusades? The most that today’s Muslims have done is to disavow any recent bloodshed 
by their more orthodox brethren as “untrue Islam,” which is at best a refusal to recognize 
that Quranic teachings are always the given pretext of this violence, and at worst an 
attempt to disguise Islam’s nature to the West. It is time for Islam to account for its 
beliefs and actions, as Christianity has always done, and for secular Westerners to stop 
excusing Muslim hostility by repeating the largely fabricated truism “Christianity did 
that too.”—Michael Rubin ’08
Are the Providence Po-Po crossing the line? Does the area surrounding Providence 
College transcend American civil rights? This past Saturday night my friends and I were 
yelled at by two Providence police officers and told to “take it inside,” when we were just 
standing on an off-campus house’s porch. Of course, we all did as we were told. I was 
slightly scared that we could have gotten arrested. But for what—standing on a porch? 
Not drinking. Not holding the popular red solo cup. We, (we being about five people), 
were quite literally just standing on the porch talking. Last time I checked we were 
allowed to freely congregate whether it’s in public or when it’s on one’s own property.— 
Laura Bedrossian ’07
Do you know how to read?
Have an opinion?
Or maybe you like to draw?
Well, that makes YOU the perfect new Commentary Stall' 
member
Come down, to The Cowl office in Slavin G05 and grab an 
application cause we want YOU to be our newest addition 
to the elite Cowl Commentary' Stall!
Environment: Practice what you preach
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abortion seek to spare children from the 
effects of global warming.
If people are really going to support and 
fight against global warming, celebrities 
and politicians must change their move­
ments’ images and priorities. Perhaps 
they could drive a hybrid to their next Save 
the Earth Rally rather than their usual SUV 
entourage, or perhaps they could reduce 
the vast quantities of water needed to 
quench the thirst of their Beverly Hill 
lawns.
Any number of personal choices can 
make this issue much more appealing and 
relevant to the average American. If they 
wish to scare off votes and support, then 
they shouldn’t change a thing.
Sources: MSNBC News Services
BOIFROMTROY.COM
A patriotic and environmentally 
friendly Gov. Schwarzenegger
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A breath of fresh air from some leaders
by Colleen Flynn ’07
Commentary Staff
POLITICS
My internship requires me to do a lot of 
research on international news. Every 
week I pore over Web sites to keep me up- 
to-date on global happenings. It is the 
equivalent of eight hours of term paper 
research, and I hate term papers. In fact, I 
hate the news. I generally maintain a level 
of moderate global awareness, unless I 
have a debate scheduled with my Cowl 
Commentary nemesis/friend, Michael 
Rubin ’08, and have to brush up on my lib­
eral agenda. It takes a lot to keep me inter­
ested in the news.
Fortunately, recent political events have 
managed to capture my interest. I stumbled 
across Venezuelan president Hugo Chavez, 
and if you do not know him by now, you 
will. Currently, Chavez is one of the most 
controversial political leaders in the world. 
He has made headlines before for his left­
ist leadership, his attempts to take over 
Venezuela’s massive oil industry, his amity 
with Fidel Castro and leaders in Iraq and 
Columbia, and his famously controversial 
statements.
Chavez has reached beyond Venezuela 
to attack George W. Bush on more than 
one occasion,most recently at the last 
U.N. General Assembly in New York. 
Chavez equated Bush with “the devil” and 
stated that Bush acted as if he were “the 
owner of the world.” He went on to sug­
gest that the United States’ “current pattern 
of domination, exploitation and pillage of 
the peoples of the world” would make an 
excellent Alfred Hitchcock movie, entitled 
“The Devil’s Recipe.” He ridiculed the 
American version of democracy as a 
“democracy of bombs” and then labeled 
the current U.N. “worthless” and called for 
its reform.
Chavez is a loose cannon whose outra­
geousness makes him riveting to watch. 
He knows a great deal about global politics 
and knows precisely how to manipulate an 
audience. With closing remarks like “I 
have a meeting with the axis of evil... so 
I have to go,” after a press conference dis­
cussing Iran and Venezuela’s interest in 
nuclear technology, Chavez clearly knows 
how to grab attention. Despite the absurdi­
ty of his comments and his anti-Bush sen­
timent, I cannot help but feel slightly 
refreshed at Chavez’s candor. He tells it 
like it is, or at least how he interprets it. He 
may not be the most honest person in terms 
of his actions, but the honesty of his opin­
ions is something completely new. While 
most may label him a crackpot or a 
blowhard, his attempt to inject a bit of 
frankness into his speeches can be appreci­
ated.
Chavez later mentioned his good rela­
tionship with the Clinton administration, 
but former President Bill Clinton 
expressed his desire for Chavez to “say 
something true,” rather than hurling insults 
and pointing fingers. Clinton certainly 
does not enjoy pointing fingers or answer­
ing loaded questions, as was evidenced in 
his explosive reaction to Chris Wallace’s 
questioning on the Sept. 24 airing of “Fox 
News Sunday.” Wallace’s interview 
probed the former president about his 
administration’s failure to “connect the 
dots” and put Osama bin Laden “out of 
business.” On the edge of his seat, Clinton 
vehemently defended his administration’s 
“comprehensive anti-terror strategy.” 
Additionally, Clinton accused Wallace of 
doing Fox News’ bidding and pulling “a 
nice conservative hit job” on him. He 
pressed Wallace to admit that he would not 
pose such a question to Bush.
EL LIBERATOR
Chavez (right) with his pal Fidel Castro
While many accused Clinton of overre­
acting, many others applauded Clinton’s 
response. These supporters highlighted 
their disagreement with Fox News’ mantra 
of “fair and balanced” reporting and the 
subjection of Democrats and liberals to 
right-wing bullying propaganda.
I am about as liberal as they come, so I 
did not see the interview on Fox News. 
However, I was ecstatic to see the footage 
on YouTube, shortly before Fox News 
pulled it off the Web site on copyright 
grounds. Roger Ailes, the head honcho at 
Fox News, is now laughing all the way to 
the bank with the popularity of the seg­
ment. Fox News may have won the battle, 
but 1 feel Clinton won the war. After the 
dismal John Kerry campaign, it seemed a 
Democrat with a difinitive stance was as 
common as a four-leaf clover. At long last, 
a politician had a moment of passion and 
something real to say. A la Chavez, 
Clinton spoke from his gut and blatantly 
pointed to an issue that both right and left 
wings want to expose—bias in the media. 
After watching the 2004 presidential elec­
tions on Fox News with a conservative 
Republican roommate who owned the 
T.V., I wanted to shoot myself in the foot. 
But after living with a CNN-obsessed 
roommate, I never wanted to see Anderson 
Cooper or Wolf Blitzer again. Neither 
news station appeals to me because of the 
agendas they both deny to hold. This is 
why I stick with the Brits at the BBC.
I’ll continue watching, listening, and 
reading the content presented by these cor­
porations if the news continues to be this 
stimulating. Keep it up. world leaders and 
politicians. Shoot from the hip. Display an 
emotion. Have an opinion. Pull a Howard 
Dean. Not only will I sit up and pay atten­
tion, but I just might appreciate what you 
have to say.
PC is cleaning up house . . . and the Senate
by Monique Teves ’07
Guest Commentary
POLITICS
This semester, you may have spent your 
first weekend in Providence catching up 
with friends, trying to meet new people, 
exploring the city, and setting goals for 
what would surely be your 
best year ever. I did the 
same thing on Sept. 8-10, 
only I did it in Washington, 
D.C. Yes, I did miss Providence College 
and had wanted to spend the weekend 
relaxing and celebrating* my new senior 
status, but there was important work to be 
done about Capital Hill, even for a music 
education major.
Last year I heard about the national 
organization, Democracy Matters, a non­
partisan group working toward Clean 
Elections. Some Of my friends at Brown 
University were involved, and the issue 
sounded interesting. As a result, Annice 
Correia ’07 and I thought we might give 
starting our own chapter a shot at. I had a 
general lack of trust in government for 
some time, and saw this feeling in many of 
my peers. This skepticism was under­
standable, with student loan rates increas­
ing, environmental bills being repealed, 
and politicians making decisions in the 
interest of huge corporations that invest in 
them. There didn’t seem to be anything to 
do about it but get angry, or worse—apa­
thetic.
Luckily, I found out about Clean 
Elections long before I got to that point. 
Correia and I began just by going to a few 
of Brown’s meetings and learning more 
about Clean Elections. It’s a system of 
publicly financing election campaigns, so 
that politicians are beholden to the people, 
and not the CEOs, special-interest lobby­
ists, or millionaires fund them.
Finally, I thought, here’s a system that 
makes sense. It was inspiring to know that 
Maine and Arizona have had Clean 
Elections since 2000. Connecticut recently 
passed the bill, and it is on the ballot for 
California this year. There is actually a 
national movement happening to take back 
our government and restore integrity in 
democracy, and much of it is happening on 
college campuses.
This is how I found myself flying into 
the Baltimore-Washington International
’07 with Adonal Foyle, NBA player andAnnice Correia ’07 and Monique Teves 
founder of Democracy Matters.
Airport on Friday afternoon. Democracy 
Matters, in conjunction with Common 
Cause and Public Campaign, were hosting 
a conference on Clean Elections, and 
Correia and I were invited to represent PC.
The hotel was a few blocks from the 
Capitol Building, and seeing it hazy in the 
distance made it look unreal. It certainly 
felt unreal, and I began to get a little nerv­
ous. Sure, I thought, I’m a registered 
voter, I testified at the Rhode Island State 
House for the Clean Elections bill in 
March, but I’m no political scientist. 
Here’s where the big decisions for the 
country are made. What the heck am I 
doing in the nation’s capital?
Throughout the conference that week­
end, I found my answer. What were 
Correia and I doing in DC? We were meet­
ing people, both students and profession­
als, of all political backgrounds, that want 
to take back democracy. We were talking 
to the organizers who got Clean Elections 
to their state and paved the way for the rest 
of the country. We were learning from 
Adonal Foyle, who founded Democracy 
Matters while at Colgate University, where 
he graduated magna cum laude. He is now 
a professional NBA player for the Golden 
State Warriors. He’s not a political scien­
tist, either, but he cares about our country 
enough to work to make it better.
Between the all-day workshops and the 
obligatory sight-seeing, 1 realized that as 
an involved citizen, I have every reason to 
be at the Capitol, and the ability to make 
things happen here. The conference was 
aptly titled “Seize the Moment,” and I 
have to admit that there is no better time 
than now to find myself a “national 
activist.” This country is not waiting for 
anyone but us to make it better. Back in 
Providence with such newfound wisdom, 
I’m excited to work with Brown 
University to represent Rhode Island—the 
next state to reinvigorate our government. 
We’ll start at the State House and take it all 
the way back to Capitol Hill.
Those interested in joining, or getting 
more information about PC for Clean 
Elections, contact Monique Teves at 
mteves07 or x3477.
Would you like 
to see some of 
the most 
opinionated 
writers on 
The Cowl duke 
it out on a topic 
you care 
about?
E -mail us at 
CowlCommentary@yahoo.com 
with a subject you 
would like to see 
covered, and it will 
be the topic of 
discussion in "The 
Heart of the Matter."
Let two or more of 
everyone's favorite 
writers argue out 
subjects YOU want 
to hear about.
 The Cowl Arts and 
Entertainment
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THE STREETS ARE 
MEAN IN BEANTOWN
Scorsese returns to the subject he knows best: Good fellas
by James McGehee ’08 
A&E Editor
Martin Scorsese breathes so deep into 
his camera that its lenses fog over at times. 
The Departed, the legendary director’s lat­
est, navigates the intertwined worlds of the 
i Irish mob in Boston and 
MOVIE the Massachusetts state 
REVIEW police without a skipped 
beat, until the final 10 min­
utes when Scorsese fills the bathtub up 
with blood. Let’s worry about the end later, 
though.
Frank Costello (Jack Nicholson), a 
mobster with a beautifully vulgar sense of 
humor, pulls little, freckled Colin Sullivan 
from serving God as an altar boy to groom 
him for a life of organized crime. (Fallen 
Catholic Scorsese left the seminary, but 
not to pursue crime). Cut to: Colin 
Sullivan (Matt Damon) as a trainee at the 
Massachusetts State Police Academy. 
Waiting outside for Sullivan on graduation 
day is Costello, with an expensive gift.
Among Sullivan’s graduating class is 
Billy Costigan (Leonardo DiCaprio). 
Sullivan is the cute, freckled, always-smil­
ing Irishman any girl would bring home to 
dinner. Costigan looks like he hasn’t 
smiled in years, hasn’t slept in days, and 
might have just walked out from a grubby 
Dublin bar; yet, if any girl wouldn’t show 
him to her parents, she’d fix to sneak him 
in the window.
Bright, ambitious, and a good actor, 
Costello’s mole Sullivan ascends the ranks 
to the Special Investigations Unit. The 
elite unit has one purpose: To build a case 
against, and then arrest, Boston’s most 
wanted mob boss, Costello.
Costigan enters the police force, despite 
having a family tree with mobsters for 
bark, some of whom once worked with 
Costello. Captain Queenan (Martin 
Sheen), who runs the Detective Bureau, 
needs someone like Costigan to infiltrate 
Costello’s gang. Along with cruel-streaked 
Staff Sergeant Dignam (Mark Wahlberg), 
Queenan arranges a set up, in which 
Costigan is expelled from the force and 
sent to jail. Therefore, when Costigan mur­
ders two mobsters from Providence and 
Costello takes interest in the boy, no one in 
the gang suspects he is a mole.
Scorsese drives the motion by constant­
ly cutting between the undercover lives of 
Sullivan and Costigan. Their one connec­
tion is Madolyn (Vera Farmiga, Running 
Scared), the state police’s psychologist. 
Sullivan dates her. Costigan uses her coun­
seling services, as ordered by the court 
(part of the set-up), although he really does 
need professional help.
Whether Scorsese sets out to tackle the 
life of aviator Howard Hughes (The 
Aviator), boxing champ Jake La Motta 
{Raging Bull), or Mafia man Henry Hill 
(Goodfellas), he grounds the characters in 
the torments of humanity. Just as Raging 
Bull isn’t a boxing movie, The Departed 
isn’t a crime story. Its complexities create 
numerous paradoxes, as the line that sepa­
rates cop and criminal blurs. “Honesty is 
not synonymous with the truth,” Madolyn 
tells Costigan. When your life is a lie, this 
is especially true. Costigan must partici­
pate in murder in service of an ultimate 
good. Even Sullivan makes an unexpected 
decision that throws his character into 
question.
Scorsese is many directors in one. 
Sometimes critics will stereotype direc­
tors: “He’s an actor’s director,” or, “He’s 
good at creating suspense,” or “He’s not an 
artist as much as an entertainer.” No critic 
can level these often justified accusations 
against Scorsese.
Consider the film’s performances. 
DiCaprio entered an actor’s coffin by 
accepting the lead in Titanic. Before the 
coffin closed, Scorsese saved DiCaprio’s 
career. In his third collaboration with the 
director, DiCaprio plays Costigan with 
unrelenting intensity. His actions express 
desperation and pain without descending 
into schmaltzy sap. Damon challenges 
DiCaprio, and no one wins. These may be 
the best performances the still-maturing 
actors have delivered.
Jack Nicholson is a joy to watch as the 
bad guy. Nicholson obviously made 
Costello as only Nicholson could: A man 
with a blood lust matched by a wry sense 
of humor and a flaming libido. Upon dis­
covering a mole has infiltrated his gang, 
Costello sits Costigan down and laments 
about this “rat.” Nicholson balances 
Costello’s facial expressions and vocal 
tone so as to leave the audience hanging: 
Has Costello decided Costigan is the rat, or 
do his paternalistic instincts cause him to 
trust the boy? With a serious and sad face, 
Costello looks at Costigan and says that 
when there used to be a rat he’d just kill 
everyone and find new men.
Consider Scorsese now as a master of 
suspense. Sullivan and Costigan live in 
perpetual possibility of being discovered, 
especially after their objectives become 
finding each other’s identity. A tense 
moment comes when one calls the other 
and a silent void fills the screen. None 
knows who is on the other end, except that 
he is the mole.
Screenwriter William Monahan, who 
adapted the script from Hong Kong crime 
drama Internal Affairs, writes crisp and 
witty dialogue as good as anyone. The 
script’s flawed ending unfortunately taints 
what otherwise nears perfection. You may 
hear the phrase “cop out” in reference to 
the resolution. The final scene especially 
seems too convenient, a near deus ex 
machitia.
Scorsese is a fallen Catholic, but he can­
not seem to leave his roots. Costello yanks 
altar boys from the cathedral steps and
WB
Above: A scene from The 
Departed, Martin Scorsese’s 
crime drama, in which a 
cop and criminal go under­
cover to infiltrate their 
respective opponents. 
Right: (Clockwise from top 
left) Leonardo DiCaprio, 
Matt Damon, Jack 
Nicholson, and Mark 
Wahlberg star in the film.
convinces them of the Church’s hypocrisy. 
Later, he sexually harasses two priests and 
a nun. Costigan, in beating a man, slams a 
picture of the Sacred Heart of Jesus over 
his head. The imagery is explicitly 
Catholic, but what this says about 
Scorsese’s religious views remains 
unclear.
For now, Scorsese’s reputation stands as 
firm as any working American director’s, 
and everyone’s worrying over whether he 
will ever win the Oscar he surely deserves 
is pointless. The Departed, which clicks 
along at an entertaining two-and-a-half 
hours, should do what Scorsese’s The 
Aviator and Gangs of New York failed to 
do—bring the new generation to Scorsese. 
The Departed opens nationwide tomorrow.
The Departed
Directed by: Martin Scorsese
Staning: Leonardo DiCaprio,
Matt Damon, Jack Nicholson, 
Mark Wahlberg
Runtime: 149 minutes
Rated R
GRADE: A-
MUSIC Jess McCauley ’07 
interviews Revival and ; 
Mammoth Mardge 
and details their influ­
ence on the campus 
music scene.
PAGE 13 I
MUSIC Joe McCormack 
'07 reviews The 
Decemberists 
new album The 
Crane Wife.
••
PAGE 13 |
MUSIC Ryan Burns '08 
reviews A Tribe 
Called Quest in 
concert.
MOVIES  
and Owen Larkin 
’07 review The 
Guardian and 
Open Season.
PAGE 15
October 5, 2006 Arts & Entertainment The Cowl 13
Local bands open up
Inside the heads of the members of Revival and Mammoth Mardge
by Jess McCauley ’07 
A&E Staff
Providence College has many long­
standing traditions: Civ scream, eating 
Golden crust, and oh yeah, celebrating the 
Catholic faith—these distinguishing fea- 
i tures and more are what 
MUSIC make PC unique as a col- 
FEATURE j lege and a community.
Another tradition gracing 
the campus in recent years is the numerous 
student bands that have performed on var­
ious stages and sketchy local establish­
ments that PC students know and love. 
Two bands in particular, though having 
very different histories, share similar 
ambitions both in the college music scene 
and beyond, choosing to refine their skills 
in front of our very own student body. 
Whether a PC staple like Revival or a band 
new to the scene like Mammoth Mardge, 
these groups are exercising their musical 
muscles while providing a melodic back- 
drop for a great time.
Initially formed during high school in 
Somerset, Mass., Revival cultivated its tal­
ent in the basement of drummer Ryan 
Fisher’s basement, said lead singer J.D. 
Driscoll ’07, the only PC student in the 
band. After refining their lineup to include 
Matt Violette at lead guitar and Chris 
Herndon at bass, the friends played shows 
in its hometown backed by the support of 
their friends and family. Eventually, they 
broke into the scene at PC when Driscoll 
became a freshman, playing mostly covers 
at places like Prime Time and Old’s. A few
Mammoth Mardge: You’re not supposed to get it. The cart has nothing to do with 
the music.
name changes also ensued with the band 
finally settling on Revival.
“Revival for us essentially means the 
revival of great music,” explained 
Driscoll. “A revival of the blues music 
that built classic rock embodies the way 
we put a spin on cover songs to make them 
our own and also influences our original 
songs.”
Because of the musicianship of the 
members, Revival has made a career out of 
performing covers while still retaining a 
viable identity that sets it apart from the 
rest, often including original songs during 
any given show to display this talent.
“Our guitarist Matt could be playing 
guitar at Julliard or Berklee if he wanted 
to. Because of this, we’re able to play 
songs, like certain Led Zeppelin or Jimi 
Hendrix songs, that aren’t played by cover 
bands a lot. People respect the fact that 
what we play sounds great, whether it’s a 
classic rock song or something by Pearl 
Jam, the Black Crowes, or Sublime,” said 
Driscoll.
The packed dance floor on any Saturday 
night when Revival is playing is a testa­
ment to its ability to fuse legitimate musi­
cal talent, crowd-pleasing song selection, 
and captivating stage presence.
“At college, people have always been 
supportive and the crowds at our shows 
have been really consistent,” says Driscoll.
“I feel like if you come to our show and 
really listen to the music you’ll realize the 
difference between us and other bands 
around,” he said. “We don’t mind being 
called a cover band because we do play 
covers a lot, but we still want to be the best 
band out there.”
Mammoth Mardge, headed by guitarist 
and vocalist Matt Bisceglia ’07, has simi­
lar homegrown roots, spawned in the halls 
of Groton-Dunstable Regional High 
School in Mass. Rounded out by Matt’s 
brother Dave, who also plays guitar and 
sings, friends Dom Biocchi, Kevin 
Stowell, Jim McNulty on bass, 
piano/synth, and percussion, respectively, 
the group decided on a name that alluded 
to both their attitude and a character named 
Large Marge from Pee Wee's Big 
Adventure.
“We laugh all the time at practices and 
at gigs, and bottom line, we like to rock 
out, so a name like Mammoth Mardge fits 
our description and reflects our relaxed 
attitude,” said Bisceglia.
Coming from a musical family that 
included a concert violinist grandfather, a 
father who sang and played in wedding 
and cover bands, a mother who was con­
stantly singing in musicals and church 
services, and another brother who sparked 
an interest in learning to play guitar, it is 
evident that Bisceglia also has a passionate 
adherence to musical integrity, all the 
while providing an entertaining show for
BANDS/Page 14
Raise your 
bayonets!
The Decemberists are moving
by Joe McCormack ’07
A&E Staff
The Decemberists are growing up and 
turning in their childhood toys. The Crane 
Wife shows a more mature, less idiosyn­
cratic band than we found on their 2005 
masterpiece, Picaresque, 
ALBUM in which Colin Meloy and
REVIEW company have shed their
outer skin of irony and 
emerged with passion and grace.
The phrase “less idiosyncratic,” of 
course, must be taken with a grain of salt. 
Meloy, the singer and sole songwriter, still 
writes as though he is a country gentleman 
from 1866. The songs still, at times, fea­
ture the accordion and polka rhythms. 
However, these affectations are muted. 
Their identity is now swept up in an inde­
finable hypnotic magic more than punctu­
ated with affectations.
Rather than the driving backbeat and 
frantic romps The Decemberists have 
become known for, The Crane Wife fea­
tures powerful rhythms; the first move­
ment of “The Island,” features loose, 
arena-sized drums straight out of Zeppelin 
IV, sweaty blues chords and a beckoning 
chorus, “Come and see.”
The rigid track, “When the War Came,” 
pulls out metal rhythms and political 
lyrics. In it, Meloy, rather than wit circles 
around the lyrics, wields them like an 
angry anvil hammer: “When the war came, 
the war came hard.” On the other side of 
the spectrum, “The Perfect Crime #2” 
sounds like 80’s Michael Jackson, com­
plete with commanding bass and driving 
disco beats.
The key to the album is the first track, 
“The Crane Wife 3,” which, ironically, is 
the emotional and thematic climax of the 
album. A mix between a Celtic lament and 
a classic power track by The Who, “The 
Crane Wife 3” tracks the death of the nar­
rator’s crane/wife. The usually verbose 
Meloy can only say in the chorus, “And I 
will hang my head low,” over and over.
Meloy, one of the best lyricists of our 
generation, has crafted tales of love and 
death by outlining haunting moments; he 
now goes for the throat. The narrator had 
nursed the crane back from near death by 
an arrow, as he details in “The Crane Wife 
1 & 2,” the album’s ninth track, and it had 
magically became his wife. Now it dies, 
perhaps even from the narrators negli­
gence or abuse. It doesn’t matter why. 
The death is a holy thing, an intrusion of 
immortality on our small time. Meloy 
treats it so with subdued vocals and bound­
less passion.
The album’s best song, “Yankee 
Bayonet,” gives another instance of love 
cut short by death. In an example of the 
old and new Decemberists vibes combin­
ing, the song is both hypnotic and light 
with a strong backbeat and a chorus that 
sticks to the roof of your mouth. Meloy 
dialogues with the velvet voiced guest 
singer Laura Veirs through masterful lyrics 
and a touching story about a soldier killed 
in the Civil War, pleading with her to make 
a grave for him when the war is over. He 
says, “I will be home then.” The song is 
light enough to include the line, “Got my 
heart right pierced by a pin,” while still 
serious enough to breathe pathos into the 
line, “I lingered here with the blankets bar- 
ren/And my own belly big with child.”
The other standout track, “The Shankill 
Butchers,” curls its lips into a subtle snarl 
when describing a murderous band on the 
loose. Featuring Meloy on acoustic guitar 
and an accompanying accordion, the track 
swanks slowly in a polka-death-march 
under gracefully menacing lyrics: 
“They’re sharpening their cleavers and 
their knives . . . Everybody moan, every­
body shake/The Shankill Butchers want to 
catch you awake.”
With two songs that clock over 10 min­
utes, 19th century syntax, and a twinge of 
CAPITOL
the absurd, The Crane Wife can be difficult 
to get into. Though I happen to like the 
older, romping Decemberists better, this 
album marks a promise-filled transition for 
the band. The group has signed with a 
major label and moved away from the mid- 
first-decade-Millennial Indie Rock sound 
toward Classic Rock influences, finding 
passion and an arresting new vibe along 
the way.
Since 2002, they have released four 
stunning full-length albums and two solid 
EPs. Clearly, The Decemberists have 
shown themselves to be one of the most 
prolific bands in recent memory.
GRADE: A-
Buy? Yes.
Download: “Yankee Bayonet,” and “The 
Shankill Butchers”
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Check the rhyme
The legendary hip-hop group A Tribe Called Quest reunited for 
the first time in more than six years to perform in Worcester
John Mayer
Continuum 
Columbia
The Bone Collector
Directed by Phillip 
Noyce
Through the eyes of the young nar­
rator Amir, Hosseini describes the 
political disturbance in the last days 
of Afghanistan’s monarchy. The 
heart of the novel lies beyond poli­
tics. It explores the complex and 
often painful relationships between 
fathers and sons, friends and ene­
mies. A surprisingly quick and sim­
ple read for the depth Hosseini 
reaches in his character develop­
ment.
“This is what my heart looks like, ” 
Mayer wrote this over a picture of 
his studio. His new album, 
Continuum, proves just this with 
songs discussing politics, beliefs, 
and of course, love. The music is 
soothing enough to listen to while 
doing work, and since it's more 
intellectual than Justin’s Future 
Sex/Love Sounds, it might help 
you when reading Plato at mid­
night.
Kite Runner
By Khaled Hosseini
-^You’ll think twice about get­
ting into a taxi after watching this 
movie. Lincoln Rhyme, a bedrid­
den homicide investigator played 
by Denzel Washington, struggles to 
find a serial killer who enjoys col­
lecting various bones—human 
bones from the victims he locks in 
his yellow taxi. The various pieces 
complete a puzzle that leads the 
young investigator Amelia Donaghy 
(Angelina Jolie) to the completion 
of her first murder case. The Bone 
Collector is continu­
ally suspenseful
and sporadically/ ’ -
by Ryan Burns ’08 
A&E Staff
There are a few artists in hip-hop histo­
ry who truly redefined the art: Artists who 
make music their way and know what their 
fans want in order to create a more com- 
| plete view of their 
CONCERT music, and also an intro- 
REVIEW spective look at them­
selves. Unfortunately, 
most of these artists came out in the early- 
to mid-90s. One of these landmark groups 
is A Tribe Called Quest. Last Friday, the 
legendary hip-hop group reunited for a 
tour stop in Worcester, Mass. On the Sega 
Sports Bounce 2k7 Tour, the group came 
together for the first time in more than six 
years in order to please their fans. Before 
the concert started, local deejay Statik 
Selektah played some classic tracks and 
threw various mixtapes into the crowd, I 
actually caught three of them and quickly 
became the most hated man in the audi­
ence.
The first act was the three-man group 
The Procussions. These three are the first 
group signed to the new Rawkus records, 
an underground hip-hop staple. The 
unorthodox group quickly captivated the 
Worcester crowd with its blend of bass 
heavy beats, lightning quick lyrics, and 
awesome hairstyles. Their dj made Statik 
Selektah look like an amateur, making a 
beat on a turntable with only one record. 
The crowd response for these new artists 
was very strong, and I feel that their fan 
base will grow.
Next up was Consequence, a lyricist 
who is best known for his appearance on 
later Tribe albums, and featured spots on 
Kanye West’s first two albums. He per­
formed his verse from Tribe’s “Stressed 
Out,” which perplexed me because he 
should have done it with the group later 
on. His somewhat emotionless set made 
the crowd a bit restless, as we were all 
waiting for Tribe to come out. He did a 
decent job overall, but his set paled in 
comparison to The Procussions set. After 
that was Rhymefest, Kanye West’s new 
protege, who quickly ran through several 
emotionally charged tracks from his debut 
album Blue Collar. While the crowd was 
feeling Rhymefest, his set went on for a lit-
Take the
A&E Quiz:
What movie is this 
quote from:
“I’m not even 
supposed to be 
here today!”
If you know the answer to 
this question, come apply to 
the A&E Staff in Slavin G05.
Leaders of the Tribe: Phife Dawg (left) and Q-Tip (right) show their skills. JIVE
tie bit too long, as the crowd was getting 
ready for the Tribe.
Finally, it was time for A Tribe Called 
Quest to hit the stage. After I dealt with a 
drunken jackass who was trying to push by 
my stepsister closer to the stage, Tribe 
came out to thunderous applause. Putting 
real life beef aside, the trio arrived on stage 
and pretended to get into a brawl for the 
enjoyment of the crowd.
It seemed as if the three were genuine­
ly surprised and honored at the adulation 
that they were getting from the crowd. 
They ran through all of their classic mate­
rial, even if it was just a chorus at times, as 
they wanted to make sure that everyone’s 
favorite Tribe song was performed. When 
they performed, “Check The Rhyme,” the 
pounding bass sent the crowd into a frenzy 
while Q-Tip and Phife Dawg rocked the 
microphones flawlessly, not skipping or 
forgetting a line as they mastered the art of 
emceeing.
“Find A Way” from their final album, 
The Love Movement, was one of the best
Bands:
Revival and Mammoth Mardge
continued from page 13
the audience. Citing influences from the 
Beatles to Jamiroquai, Jeff Buckley to 
Incubus, Mammoth Mardge promises a 
sound that is both eclectic and accessible.
“Overall our sound is a blend of rock, 
folk, funk, and metal. It’s all over the 
place, but somehow the sound comes 
together. When we play out, we usually 
play a mix of originals and covers. Music 
is an art. Regardless if you are the concert­
master in the BSO or a rhythm guitarist in 
a cover band, you are expressing human 
emotions, entertaining people with your 
talent,” said Bisceglia.
Like Revival, Mammoth Mardge has 
already found success playing shows on 
campus after conquering other areas like 
hometown and in the Worcester and 
Boston areas.
“PC is a great place to play, especially 
on a Friday or Saturday night. We have 
performances of the night, as the song cul­
minated in an impromptu beatboxing ses­
sion, which led them into their next song, 
“Buggin Out.” Most of the songs from 
The Low End Theory were performed in 
one way or another, greatly pleasing the 
crowd. Fans of all ages just wanted to sit 
back and enjoy the show. The theme of the 
show from a fan’s standpoint was general 
disbelief. I really could not believe that 
Tribe was here, rocking all of their classic 
material. I am sure that this was the first 
time that many of the audience members 
had seen Tribe perform, and I am positive 
that they impressed each and every one of 
them.
On the way home, I listened to some 
unreleased Tribe songs because frankly 
they were the only ones that they hadn’t 
performed that evening. As Q-Tip says, 
“Record company people are shadyyyyy, ” 
but even the shadiest of record execs 
would have a hard time denying A Tribe 
Called Quest’s influence on hip-hop 
music. One more album please.
only played once as a band in McPhails, 
although we are setting up some more 
shows in the near future. When we played, 
it was a Thursday night, the crowd was 
great, and all of the employees at 
McPhail’s were very helpful. It is a wel­
coming place to play if you are a beginner 
and a rewarding place if you have been 
playing for a while because of the respon­
sive fans,” says Bisceglia.
Whether busting out a carefree sing­
along version of “Semi-Charmed Life” or 
unleashing a genre-fusing original song, 
Revival and Mammoth Mardge are pro­
longing and improving the tradition of stu­
dent bands at Providence College. PC 
upholds a high academic standing and 
therefore all of us should be smart enough 
to support our fellow students by checking 
out Revival on Facebook and Mammoth 
Mardge on MySpace (profile name: mam- 
mothmardge), and by attending the next 
shows from these bands at McPhail’s.
Movie
Picks 
of the 
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by Tim Pisacich 07 
Photo Editor
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BUENA VISTA
The Guardian
a Category 5 
action movie
Ashton Kutcher and Kevin Costner team up in a high seas adventure 
that is packed with thrills, laughs, and a little romance
by Katie Levine ’07
Asst. A&E Editor
The Guardian
Directed by: Andrew Davis
Starring: Kevin Costner,
Ashton Kutcher
Runtime: 136 minutes
Rated PG-13
■n.»-
GUARDIAN
I have seen a lot of movie bad guys in 
my time, but none as ruthless and unfor­
giving as the villain in The Guardian. 
Brutally cruel, this character is hardly to be 
 trifled with. I am talking
MOVIE about the ocean—as you
REVIEW          have never seen it 
before—dark, cold, and 
treacherous. This may sound silly— until 
you see Kevin Costner being angrily 
devoured by massive, foaming waves in 
the middle of the Bering Sea within the 
first five minutes of the film.
Let’s be honest: I was not expecting 
much from The Guardian. The basic plot­
line is familiar—think Top Gun or GI. 
Jane. But the acting, humor, character 
relations, and tense water rescue scenes 
successfully united to create a surprisingly 
great action/thriller.
Costner plays Ben Randall, a decorated 
Coast Guard Rescue Swimmer in Kodiak, 
Alaska, whose personal life is suffering 
because of his dedication to his job. But 
when Randall tragically loses his crew 
during a rescue mission, he is sent to 
Louisiana to teach rescue swimmer 
recruits at Class A-School.
Ashton Kutcher plays Jake Fischer, one 
of the prospective rescue swimmers who 
has a reputation as a record-breaking high 
school swimmer. The film follows the 
recruits as they train to become one few 
elite rescue swimmers in the U.S. Coast 
Guard. Of course, there are obstacles— 
fights, girls, past experiences—that are 
involved in this process.
I cannot say I was actually surprised by 
anything that happened in the movie, but 
this film had a great script that made up for 
any of its predictability. The characters 
were engaging and well developed. 
Kutcher and Costner have made their mis­
takes in the past, but they both really came 
together and played off one another amaz­
ingly well.
The first 20 minutes of this movie 
proves that it takes a certain kind of deter­
mination to save a life by jumping out of a 
helicopter into the churning sea for a liv­
ing. The incredible special effects in the 
film were right out of The Perfect Storm. 
They were so realistic, I actually felt like I 
was taking part in a Coast Guard rescue at 
sea. Every funny line had me laughing out 
loud, and I was gasping and sitting on the 
edge of my seat during every tense rescue 
scene.
The training montages looked like they 
were filmed with a hand-held camera, 
making it feel like you were passing every 
test with the recruits struggling and work­
ing with them. It was incredible to see the 
endurance tests, strength of body and char­
acter, and hard work the Coast Guard 
recruits had to show in order to pass their 
training.
I walked away from this film with an 
increased respect for the Coast Guard. It 
was something I had never thought about 
before, but seeing people leaping into the 
ocean and being consumed by towering 
waves to save a life was incredible. The 
film really stressed the motto of the rescue 
swimmers: “So Others May Live.” The 
credits rolled over pictures of the Coast 
Guard doing its job, including some shots 
from its work during Hurricane Katrina— 
which was almost as powerful as the film 
itself.
The Guardian was funny, slightly 
romantic, and thrilling. Kutcher and 
Costner got to huddle next to a heater 
while their stand-ins and computer imag­
ing made it look like they were saving 
lives in the rough, cold ocean. You know, 
though, that they are actually representing 
the real heroes that save lives every day.
The Guardian had a perfect balance of 
intensity, character development, emotion­
al connection, and humor. Great entertain­
ment value combined with a deeper mes­
sage of admiration for the U.S. Coast 
Guard makes this film worth seeing in the­
aters.
GRADE: A
Open Season for all ages
This predictable but entertaining animated cartoon still gets laughs
by Owen Larkin ’07
A&E Staff
ents give you
MOVIE 
REVIEW
What’s better on a hazy afternoon than 
watching animated animals run amuck on 
a movie screen, as children laugh and par­
distrustful looks? Well, a 
few things [insert your 
imagination here], but 
Open Season is still a 
great way to nurse oneself 
back to health after a long Friday night, in 
preparation for the impending Saturday 
night onslaught.
Open Season, Sony Pictures Animation’s 
latest crack at the 3D animation genre, is 
full of slapstick humor, clever one-liners, 
and enough double entendres and simple 
puns to make Groucho Marx roll over in 
his grave and eat his sweet, sweet mus­
tache. While many of these are aimed at 
the little ones, the writers mixed in plenty 
of adult humor. Seeing as I fall some­
where between the two, I must admit I 
enjoyed this film.
The movie follows Boog (voice of 
Martin Lawrence), a half-ton grizzly bear 
that lives with Beth (Debra Messing), a 
park ranger who dons some incredibly 
awkward shorts, even for an animated gin­
ger. Boog lives in the lap of luxury, watch­
ing Wheel Of Fortune, eating crackers and 
performing shows for the local redneck 
chillun’. Life takes on a drastic change for 
Boog when he saves Elliot (Ashton 
Kutcher) from a mean spirited hunter that 
has strapped the deer to the hood of his 
truck. To make a long story short (and this 
movie did drag on a bit) the two get drunk
SONY
on candy bars and squishies and destroy a 
local business. Beth is forced to liberate 
Boog into the wild, offering a drawn out 
and heart-melting scene. . . aw.
Two immediate problems: Boog is a 
sally that has never learned the skill set 
necessary for a grizzly to survive, and 
hunting season starts in three days. What 
comes next? Moderate amounts of hilari­
ty, that’s what.
The rest of the movie chronicles Boog 
and Elliot picking up various friends, 
endangering them countless times, and 
generally interacting with the great out­
doors. An army of surly Scottish squirrels, 
led by McSquizzy (Billy Connolly) and a 
whole bunch of rabbits are among their 
new friends.
These rabbits are, in this humble ser­
vant’s rather timid opinion, the funniest 
part of this whole rollicking affair. They 
don’t speak, don’t drive the plot, and don’t 
really do much of anything for themselves, 
but get tossed around like a freshman after 
Messed-Up-Mondays. Think of them as a 
prop: A whole colony of furry little crea­
tures with no real use aside from being the 
target of random, and utterly hilarious, acts 
of violence. A snowball fight, but with 
rabbits. Throwing stones at someone’s 
window to get their attention, but using 
rabbits. You get the picture. If not, then go 
see the movie.
From start to finish, Open Season was 
a decently funny and relatively entertain­
ing movie. There was nothing terribly 
original, and most of the conventions for 
this sort of film were well regarded by the 
writers. One example is their use of racial 
stereotypes, which is a main-stay for 3D 
animated movies. Look out of the stinking 
French ducks, the German hot-dog-dog, 
the Latina skunks, and the Japanese 
kamikaze-fish that beat the hell out of 
some hunters and jump in their mouths 
(Get it? Sushi?).
If you truly enjoy these types of movies, 
then I suggest going to see this one. If you 
are indifferent, wait for it to come out on 
DVD and watch it through the foggy lens 
of a late Sunday night in your living room. 
It won’t disappoint—just don’t anticipate a 
first rate movie.
Oh, did I forget to mention the anima­
tion? No. The visuals are truly amazing, 
and I hope the animators made some 
money off this film. But, in the end, we 
have come to expect this level of anima­
tion, and I am therefore not truly, utterly, or 
sublimely impressed.
GRADE: B-
Open Season
Directed by: Roger Allers and Jill Culton
Starring: Martin Lawrence,
Kutcher, Debrah Messing
Runtime: 99 minutes
Rated PG
Ashton
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Open Mic
Perfermors clock­
wise from left: 
Joel DeFelice ’09 
on piano; first- 
place winner Mike 
Flynn ’10; Bob 
’09 and 
Mackiewicz
Pfunder 
Michael 
Alison Espach ’07 and Will 
Hutnick ’07; Vin Cocito ’08; 
and Tim Willis ’09.
John 
08;
The Board of Programers’ (BOP) first 
Open Mic Night Coffeehouse of the semes­
ter rocked McPhail’s this past Tuesday, 
drawing a large audience and some talent­
ed performers. In addition to a number of 
solo singers and guitarists, the audience 
was entertained by stand-up comedians 
Isaac Lungu ’07 and Athena Fokaidis ’09; 
Joel DeFelice ’09 on the piano; a rapping 
Mike Flynn ’10; and Will Hutnick ’07, who 
accompanied Alison Espach ’07 on his 
cello.
BOP judged the entrants and, after the 
instruments were put away, gave first prize 
to Flynn—who performed two self-written 
raps—and second place to Vin Cocito ’08, 
the first performer of the night.
Night 
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How the west was won: With toupees, of course
by Kristina Reardon ’08
Associate Editor-in-Chief
It’s that train station parking lot that 
haunts my dreams.
I thought taking the train into Boston 
would be a good idea. I didn’t ask for blis­
tered feet and shattered illusions,
but that’s what a daily commute 
on the train to Boston this sum­
ESSAY
mer gave me.
To be fair, it wasn’t the train itself that 
did it. I don’t want to sound like some 
crazed lunatic who takes things out on 
innocent hunks of speeding metal. No, 
people riding innocent hunks of speeding 
metal take things out on me.
What it all boils down to is the fact that 
I didn’t have the skills to survive even that 
first train ride home. I didn’t have the spir­
it of reckless abandon that, once present in 
the wild, wild West, now lives in the hearts 
of men wearing suits and women clutching 
oversized Gucci bags. And the fearless, 
uncivilized country ruffian that I am, 
stepped in line with the corporate com­
mute.
In essence, my problem was that I could 
not identify that click, click, click as it 
aroused me from a great slumber on the 
double decker train going home.
Ten minutes before the 5:30 p.m. train 
home reaches its final destination, men in 
business suits poke their heads out into the 
aisle, look side to side, and slyly, trying to 
be inconspicuous, sprint at full force to the 
door of the train—stopping abruptly only 
when the businesswomen, in heels and 
pearls, thrust their oversized Gucci hand­
bags in front of them. They all reach into 
their pockets for their keys, securing that 
little keychain that makes that high pitched 
beeping sound, and start pressing the 
unlock button as soon as the parking lot is 
in sight.
This jarring out of tune symphony first 
disturbed me greatly, then made me yearn 
for a little keychain thingy of my own.
The businessmen and women were 
changing into sneakers, getting a head start 
on their Boston Marathon training, starting 
with a 200 meter dash to their cars. Which 
they started in the aisle. Of the train. 
Where I was sitting.
As a grandma-looking old lady shoved 
past me, refusing to make eye contact, 
intent on the prize, I was overcome with 
panic and bolted out of the train.
Which, of course, meant that I nearly 
lost my left foot trying to cross the parking 
lot, because those key yielding maniacs in 
sneakers had already reached their cars and 
were speeding, at NASCAR rates, to the 
one lane exit out of the parking lot—obliv­
ious to the location of said left foot.
So, by the time I reached the humble 
Oldsmobile Ciera that has affectionately 
been nicknamed Moby Dick, in a loving 
tribute to the sheer length of the vehicle, I 
was out of breath and fully awake—and in 
a line of cars that could easily wrap around 
the perimeter of my hometown at least a 
dozen times.
The next day, I tried a new tactic. I 
arrived early to the train station, and strate­
gically parked in a spot near the exit, fac­
ing outward, so there would be no backing 
up involved.
Inside the train, my New Yorker maga­
zine went into my backpack three towns 
before my stop. I sat on the edge of my 
seat, keys out, ready to sprint, backpack 
safely secured.
I beat those businessmen to the door. I
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gave the Gucci-bag-carrying women an 
evil eye. I was ready to conquer that devi­
ous stretch of pavement, and I was ready 
to fight the good fight—in a small parking 
lot in Southern Massachusetts.
As the train slowed, I stepped out onto 
the top of the steps. I began the sprint. But. 
.. halfway through the parking lot my feet 
cramped up, and I finally realized why 
those people changed into sneakers any­
ways. Almost three quarters of the way to 
the car, I had to slow to a brisk walk, 
seething as my toes reminded me why 
Olympic runners wear Nikes and not real­
ly stylish high heels.
As business suits flew past me in a blur, 
I was defeated, worn out, exhausted. I 
would never make it in corporate America. 
Not in that lawless world of ruthless stock 
trades, hardball deals, and train rides home.
So I limped the rest of the way to the car, 
watching as the modern-day outlaws in 
sneakers sped off quicker than if they’d 
robbed a bank in the Old West. And I 
thought to myself: They’ve traded horses 
for Porsches, cowboy boots for sneakers, 
and cowboy hats for toupees, but I still see 
them for who they really are. And like the 
Lone Ranger, heading off into the sunset, I 
buckled myself into that Oldsmobile Ciera 
and stared off into the smog-filled sky, con­
tent with my place in the world.
The Aggie Disease: An obsessive-compulsive heirloom
by Jennifer McCafferty ’07
Portfolio Staff
Disclaimer: My family isn’t really 
insane. Just kind of.
Well, I mean to say that none of us is 
clinically, house-with-padded-walls-crazy. 
But, like all families, we have
our hereditary quirks, all passed 
down as if they were part of our 
DNA. For instance, most of us
ESSAY
suffer from Chronic Tardiness. My grand­
ma, mother, aunts, sisters, and female
cousins all have Anal-Retentive Christmas
Decorating Syndrome (or its derivative, 
Anal-Retentive Halloween Decorating 
Syndrome). And the only male in the 
family who has not developed what is 
known by Cincinnati medical profession­
als as Bengal-mania is my father, who has 
endured Cleveland Browns Fanaticism in 
one form or another his whole life.
But of all the weird behavioral traits that 
each generation inevitably inherits, there is 
one that is particularly pervasive. The 
Aggie Disease, which affects all women 
who can trace their bloodline to Agnes 
Fogarty, my grandmother, causes the 
patient to have a nervous breakdown at the 
sight of a dirty kitchen. This breakdown is 
quickly followed by frantic cleaning by 
which the kitchen is rendered pristine and 
the patient is eventually restored to a calm 
state until she comes upon another dirty 
kitchen, whereby the cycle begins again.
The Aggie Disease strikes even the most 
“modem” women in the family. Grandma 
Aggie herself, who is pushing 90 years old, 
will still drive 60 mph in a 35 mph while 
making plans on her cell phone to have 
dinner with her girlfriends at that new 
bistro downtown with the cute busboys. 
Yet, come Thanksgiving, she will be in the 
kitchen after dinner with all the other 
women in my family between the ages of
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seven and death, scrubbing plates and 
cursing whoever was supposed to buy 
more Clorox Disinfecting Wipes.
The Aggie Disease is particularly fasci­
nating because, while it has the general 
effect of kitchen-cleaning, it sometimes 
takes on new variations in its sufferers. 
My immediate family seems to be espe­
cially prone to these mutations. My moth­
er, for instance, has a truly horrific case of 
it, which makes her clean not just the 
kitchen but the entire house from top to 
bottom. She annihilates dust in even the 
most remote comers of shelving in the attic 
that few people are even aware exist. If we 
lived in a mud hut in a desert plagued by 
daily sandstorms, she would find a way to 
make it shine so as to be visible from space.
On the other hand, my sister Ann, who 
is a grade school teacher, has somehow 
combined her neurosis with her profession. 
Not only does she insist on clean bath­
rooms in addition to clean kitchens for fear 
of germs, but she ices the cake of cleanli­
ness with cutesy little decorations accord­
ing to whatever holiday is coming up next. 
This month, I believe, she has a hand towel 
featuring a smiley scarecrow saying 
“Happy Harvest!” adorning the towel rack 
she nearly melted with the industrial­
strength Tilex she got off the black market.
My other sister, Kathy, puts a mind-bog­
gling twist on the disease, suffering from 
what we like to call the Aggie and Hyde 
Variation. On one hand, she appears to be 
a complete slob to the outsider. She will 
go weeks without the slightest thought of 
picking her dirty socks out from between 
the couch cushions (the reason for their 
location, no one knows). However, her 
kitchen is the lemon-scented oasis of her 
apartment, a retreat fronthe mire of clothes, 
newspapers, and Starbucks cups that serve 
as a carpet to the other rooms. We aren’t 
sure why the disease has affected her this 
way, but it is general knowledge that we 
stay in the kitchen when visiting her.
I, too, am prey of my DNA. My form 
of the Aggie Disease is accompanied by 
Aggravated Dish Complex. In other 
words, if I see a dirty dish in the sink, on 
the stove, or basically anywhere other than 
a dishwasher, I go into crisis mode where­
by I not only clean the dish and properly 
dispose of it, but also disinfect the entire 
area where I found the offending article, as 
well as the sink in which I rinsed it off, just 
to be safe. Indeed, some might think that 
the college living environment is thus a 
trial for me, but I have had the good for­
tune of sympathetic roommates who have 
cooked me countless meals in exchange 
for spotless dishes and stovetops.
So, while my family might not be clin­
ically, house-with-padded-walls crazy, 
we certainly have our peculiar-ities. 
Sometimes when we bring guests to our 
family functions, they are overwhelmed by 
the fact that they are the only ones there for 
the first half hour, or by the extravagant 
Christmas and/or Halloween decorations 
in every possible nook and cranny of the 
house, or by the sudden, violent outcries 
against the Pittsburgh Steelers (or, in my 
dad’s case, the Baltimore Ravens). But, 
more often than not, at some point during 
the course of the evening, they tell us that 
our family is one-of-a-kind. . . in a good 
way.
Or, if they don’t tell us that, they at least 
comment on how great the kitchen looks.
The Cowl Portfolio
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Dear Looking,
I think you must 
first determine if this 
is a schoolgirl crush. 
Many a woman has 
been seduced by a 
man yielding a book, 
a piece of chalk, and 
a vocabulary sur­
passing their own. It 
seems very easy to
slip into an infatuation with someone, but 
it is another thing entirely to form a con­
nection. Ask yourself how often you see 
this man. Once, twice, three times a week 
for 50 minutes at most? It is nearly impos­
sible to form a relationship with someone 
when there are 20 other people in the room 
and he spends the duration of the time talk­
ing to the PowerPoint screen.
If you do attend his office hours, how 
does he act? Does he ensure that the door 
is always open, and does he sit on the other 
side of the room? These are signs of a nor­
mal professor-student relationship. Sorry 
to crush your dreams, but this man is prob­
ably into ladies his own age.
If he does seem to reciprocate your 
affections, be careful. I wouldn't tell you to 
jump on top of him in the middle of your 
Thursday marathon class, but there is a 
time and place for everything. Whatever 
you do, don't write him a letter, because 
then he has proof of your advances, how­
ever risque they may be. Tell him, perhaps, 
at a private office hour setting when he is 
sitting close. Then, it's just his word 
against yours.
Good luck in love.
Dear Tiffany and Earl,
Being a junior at PC, I feel as if I've had my share of men. Short, tall, dark, 
stocky, you name it, and I've loved them. But, the dating scene is getting dull and I 
find my eyes looking in a different direction—toward the front of the classroom. I'm 
tired of all these PC boys; I'm ready for a PC man. I'm currently taking a core require­
ment, which I will keep under wraps, and my professor is everything I'm looking for 
and more. He is handsome and intelligent, and I can tell he is a gentleman outside of 
the classroom. I don't notice a wedding band on his hand, but I'm worried that any 
advances will jeopardize not only my grade in the course, but my standing at 
Providence College. Help!
Looking for Love in Harkins Hall
Do you have fingers? 
Can you write an e-mail?
Let us help you help yourself. 
Write to Tiffany and Earl!
AskTiffanyEarl @yahoo. com 
Dear Looking,
If there is one 
thing CineMax has 
taught me, it’s that 
there has never been 
anything wrong 
with young school 
girls or boys being 
seduced by their 
older, more experi­
enced, teachers. The
problem here lies in your teacher not 
doing the seduction, and that the seduction 
lies in your, I'm sure, very capable hands.
Invite him over to a late night study ses­
sion, and once he is there ... the follow­
ing three sentences have been censored to 
appease the delicate nature of The Cowl's 
reading population. Just know that it was 
hot.
Wow, I need a cold shower imagining 
you acting on that advice. So once you do 
that, there is nothing that this teacher 
won’t do for you. I recommend picking 
and choosing your lover wisely, though. 
Shop around the faculty lounge-because 
you don't want to go for the literature pro­
fessor if you are horrible at biology and 
have that next semester. It's a thinking 
man's game, and you have to stay ahead of 
the curb if you hope to graduate with hon­
ors. By the way, female professors are fair 
game as well.
Poetry Corner
“No poems can please for long or live that are written by water drinkers.” —Horace
White Dust
by Dan Meehan ’07
Portfolio Staff
This white fills a void in the dust of a room, 
that cannot be erased or swept with a broom, 
while the rats scurry forth and the bugs hide their names, 
we can hear the cats scrambling with the trash 
cans in the rain, perk your ear, just to hear 
what you fear is your name— 
we all wait in silence, 
so you’ll do the same.
Victory gardens make concrete harden; 
expect something different, something 
stronger than before. It’s only after 
the fact, that we begin to react 
and curse the bellies that 
planted this horror.
A drink ‘til it feels right, 
A drink to melt in the night— 
I sleep with the comfort 
of angels stroking my hair, 
and the touch of a friend’s hand, 
or the sound of a band stand, 
to the bite, cannot even compare.
And this white dust is not cocaine, 
but it could be just the same, 
because we snort it with nonchalance, 
with each sniffling scratch nuance, 
and swallow the drip with vigor, 
picket fences make defenses 
bigger against comrades in 
the neighborhood, but all is good, 
with the white dust filling out, 
the crossword answers 
and night fire cancers, 
make our answers skewed 
by words from demon souls about.
Untitled
by Craig Malesra ’08
Portfolio Staff
The clouds hung low and suspicious, 
clinging to life below.
The asphalt was hot on the soles of our feet, 
When my fingers found yours for the first time.
Sterility hung heavy in the night
And the future?
The future was nothing but a fly upon our trash heap
A dulcet tone which now wakes us violently from our sleep.
You are unbearable, 
incredible.
Your touch lasts for lifetimes, 
your scent lingers, dances in time 
with the playful buzzing between my ears.
Tonight you rap on the door, soft.
It opens, and your smile is restrained; 
your shoulders bend slightly with the cold. 
Feet hidden in the shoes we bought together, 
You stand with your knees turned slightly aside, 
like a shamed face.
I wish I could dream of the way it was.
Your hands in mine were feathers against stone, 
Your eye on my face a solemn, ageless moon 
reflecting off murky waters.
You were the one, 
as certain and solid as a fist to the chin, 
delicate and unyielding.
I push quickly through the grainy darkness, 
hands in pockets.
You are a fog that falls on my head, 
was caught in my hair, 
and is gone.
This Week...
Did you really earn that A?
Tiffany& Earl
Making PC an emotionally stable
place, one letter at a time
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If you could describe your first month of 
school so far in one word or phrase, 
what would it be ?
“Chaos.”
Katie Hom ’09
“Long.”
Kevin Foley ’08
“We brought sexy back.”
Zach Zimmerman ’07 and OJ Marti ’07
“Blackout.”
Spencer Girard ’07
“Slow.”
Ahmed Haji ’08
“Month? School? There’s no time for that. 
I have to save everyone on the island and 
discover my past first.”
Jack Shephard
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Friars scoreboard
Scores — Standings — Statistics — Schedules — Standouts
Standouts
Laura Elfers Tim Ritter
Women’s Soccer
Junior—Deer Park, N.Y.
Elfers had five saves at Georgetown in a 2-2 draw 
on Friday, and followed up that performance with 
eight saves in a scoreless tie with 
undefeated, nationally-ranked, No. 13 Villanova 
on Sunday. She now has 63 saves for the season.
Men’s Soccer 
Sophomore—Weston, Mass.
Ritter had a goal and an assist in Providence’s 4-0 
win over Big East foe Georgetown on Saturday. 
In addition to his two goals, the sophomore for­
ward leads the team with four assists for the 
season.
Scores
Friday 9/29
Volleyball at Maryland Eastern Shore Tourney 
Men’s Cross Country at Notre Dame Invitational 
Women’s Cross Country at Notre Dame Invitational 
Women’s Soccer at Georgetown
Volleyball vs. Howard
L, 3-0
2nd of 20
3rd of 19
T, 1-1 (2OT)
W, 3-2
Saturday 9/30
Women’s Tennis vs. Merrimack
Men’s Soccer vs. Georgetown
Women’s Ice Hockey vs. Toronto Jr. Aeros
Field Hockey vs. Rutgers
W, 9-0
W,4-0
L, 2-1 (OT)
W, 2-1
Sunday 10/1
Women’s Soccer at Villanova T, 0-0 (2OT)
Tuesday 10/2
Men’s Soccer vs. UConn 
Women’s Volleyball at Brown
L, 1-0
L, 3-0
Wednesday 10/3
Women’s Tennis at Rhode Island
Women’s Volleyball vs. Rhode Island 
Field Hockey vs. Boston College
Unavailable
L, 3-0
L, 2-1
Schedules
Thursday, 10/5
Women’s Tennis at Holy Cross TBD
Friday, 10/6
Women’s Soccer vs. Syracuse
Men’s Hockey vs. St. Thomas (Exh.)
3:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
Saturday 10/7
Women’s Tennis vs. Monmouth
Men’s Soccer vs. Pittsburgh
Men’s Cross Country at NE Championships 
Women’s Cross Country at NE Championships
10:00 a.m. 
2:00 p.m.
Noon 
Noon
Sunday 10/8
Field Hockey at Louisville 
Women’s Soccer vs. St. John’s
Noon 
1:00 p.m.
Tuesday 10/9
Men’s Soccer vs. Brown 
Women’s Tennis vs. Hartford
3:00 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
Wednesday 10/10
Women’s Volleyball at Quinnipiac 7:00 p.m.
Standings
NFHCA/STX Division I Field Hockey Poll (10/3)
Team Votes
1. Maryland 679 11. Indiana 368
2. Wake Forest 636 12. Providence 209
3. Old Dominion 622 13. Louisville 203
4. Boston College 529 14. California 198
5. Duke 522 15. American 197
6. North Carolina 502 16. Villanova 195
7. Ohio State 473 17. William & Mary 151
8. Penn State 451 18. James Madison 129
9. Virginia 385 19. Richmond 113
10. Connecticut 384 20. Michigan 52
Men’s Soccer Big East Blue Division Standings (10/3)
Big East Overall
Team W L I Pts. w L T
West Virginia 5 0 1 16 9 1 2
Connecticut 5 1 1 16 7 3 2
Providence 5 2 0 15 8 3 0
Notre Dame 5 2 0 15 7 3 2
Seton Hall 5 2 0 15 7 4 1
Pittsburgh 3 2 1 10 4 6 2
Georgetown 2 5 0 6 4 8 0
Marquette 0 7 0 0 1 10 1
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Tourney and more for volleyball team
The Providence College Volleyball 
Team posted a 1-3 record at the University 
of Maryland Eastern Shore Tournament 
this weekend.
Providence opened its weekend series 
against St. Francis, to which they lost all 
three games. In the first match. 
Providence came out strong, taking an 8-3 
lead over Terriers—but St. Francis was 
able to ultimately come back and defeat 
the Friars 23-30.
The next two games, however, would be 
much closer for the Friars, as they fell 30- 
26 in the second match, and lost only 32- 
20 in the final match. Sophomore Jeanette 
Toney led the Friars with 12 kills, scoring 
14 of the Friars 46 points.
Next, the Friars would take on Wagner, 
which they would defeat three games to 
two. Wagner was able to beat PC in the 
first two matches, both times by a score of 
30-27. But Providence would bounce back 
and win the next three matches bv scores 
of 30-18, 30-26, and 15-10. Toney had 
another impressive game for the Friars, 
leading them in kills with 24 and points 
with 28.5.
On Saturday, the Friars would be swept 
by both Farleigh Dickinson and Maryland 
Eastern Shore, dropping their record to 7- 
11 for the season.
Providence would loose the first match 
against Fairleigh 30-18, and the next two 
matches by identical scores of 30-22. 
Sophomore Aida Cadres led the Friars 
with 13 kills.
In their final match in their weekend 
series, Providence fell to the hosts by 
scores of 30-25, 30-27, and 30-13. Once 
again, the Friars were led by another 
strong effort from Toney, who would lead 
the team with 1J kills and 13 points.
On Wednesday, the team dropped their 
home match against the University of 
Rhode Island (5-14) 3-0. They are now 7- 
13 on the season. Toney again led the 
Friars with 12 kills and Cadres had 10.
This week, Toney was named the 
Division I Independent Volleyball 
Offensive Player of the Week after compil­
ing 52 kills and 11 blocks in four matches 
last weekend. Sophomore Sara Sheehan 
had 36 assists.
The volleyball team will resume play on 
Wednesday, Oct. 11, when it travels to 
Quinnipiac.
Tennis outfights Warriors in 9-0 romp
On Saturday, the Providence College 
Women's Tennis Team swept Merrimack 
in all contests, defeating the Warriors 9-0 
in Providence. It was the PC’s first win of 
the season, as they jumped out to a 1-0 
start in team competition.
The Friars were perfect in doubles play, 
as sophomore Meghan Gilroy teamed up 
with senior Kerry Schulz to win 8-5 at the 
No. 1 spot. At the No. 2 spot, sophomore 
Ashley Rissolo and freshman Allison 
Cohen won 8-2, and freshman Jen Cusack 
and freshman Dara Hawkins-Hogson also 
won 8-2 at the No. 3 spot.
In singles, Rissolo defeated Merri­
mack’s Caitlin Dunn at the No. 1 spot, 6-1, 
6-2. Gilroy, Schulz, Cohen, Hawkins- 
Hodgson and Cusack won at spots No. 2 
through No. 6, respectively, ensuring that 
Providence swept the day.
Results for Wednesday's matches at 
URI were not available.
The Friars team will return to action on 
Friday, Oct. 7, against Monmouth at home.
Women’s Ice Hockey kicks off exhibi­
tion season
In a thrilling exhibition match, the 
Providence College Women’s Hockey 
Team fell 2-1 in overtime to the Toronto Jr. 
Aeros in Providence on Saturday.
Scoreless through the first period, 
Providence would find the net first, as 
sophomore transfer Mari Pehkonen scored 
the PC’s lone goal at 1:56 into the second 
period off of a power play. Sarah 
Feldman, a junior transfer from Boston 
College was credited with the assist.
Toronto would respond and tie the game 
at 11:56, when Courtney Birchard scored 
for the Aeros.
After a scoreless third period, Whitney 
Kennedy scored for the Aeros to give them 
the overtime victory. She was assisted on 
the play by Birchard and Christina 
Mancuso.
The Friars will open the season with a 
weekend home stand, as they will host St. 
Lawrence on Saturday, Odt. 14, and 
Colgate on Sunday, Oct. 15. Both games 
have a 1:00 p.m. start time.
—Mike Springer '08 and Erin Redihan '08
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Futbol: Big East battles
continued from back page
When asked to describe the team’s per­
formance on Saturday, Head Coach Chaka 
Daley used only one word: “Outstanding.” 
“The performance against Georgetown 
was fantastic in all elements. We scored 
good goals and carried the game. We held 
good possession and made great decisions. 
We got what we deserved at the end of the 
game,” Daley said.
Much of the campus seemed to buzz 
with talk of this team, which is off to its 
best start since 1984. Tuesday brought 
another day of outstanding weather and an 
even larger crowd. UConn was in town, as 
were COX’s television cameras. As the 
stands and rocks surrounding the field 
were filled, mainly with PC students fresh 
out of class, the atmosphere grew exciting. 
The cheerleaders also made an appearance, 
rallying the crowd. It almost seemed like 
a postseason contest.
The match that followed the buildup 
certainly was exciting. In the opening 
three minutes, the Friars had a few scoring 
chances. Two comer kicks began the con­
test. The Friars, however, could not capi­
talize.
The Huskies also had their chances, but 
they were able to take advantage. In the 
31st minute, UConn’s O’Brian White 
scored what would be the lone—and thus 
game-winning—goal.
Many more opportunities came and 
went for both sides; however, the score 
remained at 1-0.
The Friars flirted with a tie late in the 
game. In the final three minutes, several 
attempts at the goal were made, putting the 
crowd on edge. The spirited PC fans tried 
to rally their team, but the crowd was left 
breathless and disappointed when the 
clock struck 0:00.
“I think honestly both teams had about 
one good chance. UConn scored on theirs, 
and we missed ours,” said Maduro.
The Friars outshot the Huskies, 16-8.
“I think missed opportunities is proba­
bly the biggest problem we’ve had. We 
had some pretty good chances, no scored 
goals,” said Daley. “I think UConn did a 
Integrating Faith and Reason at the
University of St. Thomas School of Law
good job of kind of scrambling and recov­
ering to save those chances.”
“We let this game slip away,” said 
Maduro. “I thought today wasn’t a bad day 
by any means: It was two good teams play­
ing against each other.
“It was a pretty hard fought game,” 
added Medcalf.
Not all was lost on Tuesday. The Friars 
still have an outstanding record overall, 8- 
3, as well as a 5-2 mark in the Big East. 
They are still in a tie for second place in 
the Big East’s Blue Division.
Daley was pleased with his squad’s 
efforts.
“The boys put out on a great perform­
ance, and I don’t think we were poor today 
by any means,” he said. “It’s not the end 
of the world. 5-2 is an excellent start (in 
the Big East), but I also told them that we 
need to finish the season, too; we can’t just 
be content with what you started.”
The team agreed that the loss Tuesday 
does not justify any change in strategy.
“We’ve been successful to this point 
playing that way that we play,” he said. 
“We need to get back to that way against 
Pittsburgh. We need to take care of busi­
ness on Saturday.”
“We can’t change anything,” Maduro 
said. “I think we did well; if we play like 
this Saturday, I do not think we’ll have too 
much trouble. We have to show up and we 
just have to continue working hard and 
winning.”
There still is a great sense of optimism 
surrounding the team.
“I think we’ll rebound well,” Medcalf 
added. “After our last loss (to St. John’s), 
we came back and won three straight, so I 
think we’ll be alright.”
As the season enters the final stride— 
only five matches until the Big East tour­
nament—important games are ahead. The 
Friars play two at home next week and will 
then venture on the road for another two 
before returning home for the final match 
of the regular season.
Judging from the optimism and perse­
verance of the coach and players, this team 
looks like it has a few more wins up its 
sleeve.
If you were starting your football franchise with all the current NFL players, 
who would you pick first? —Jeremy Kirkpatrick '08
Peyton Manning may be No. 12 all time 
in passing touchdowns, and Larry Johnson 
may very well break Marshall Faulk's sin­
gle season record for most yards from the 
line of scrimmage this year, but when it 
comes to building a winning franchise, the 
only thing that matters are rings, and Tom 
Brady has three of them.
While it's attractive to build a franchise 
around running backs, they lack durability, 
having the shortest NFL careers on aver­
age. Quarterbacks, on the other hand, have 
one of the longest, and are vital to a team’s 
success. Just ask the Raiders how far they 
will go this season with all that offensive 
firepower and no quarterback.
Under Brady, the Patriots have gone 61- 
21 and 10-1 in the playoffs, giving Brady 
the record for most consecutive playoff 
wins. At the age of 29, Brady already has 
more Super Bowl wins than Brett Favre, 
John Elway, or Steve Young. Brady has 
achieved all his success on a team that is 
constantly shuffling players in and out, 
disrupting whatever chemistry it may have 
had. He did it with Antowain Smith as his 
starting running back. He did it with Troy 
Brown, who has never caught more than 
six touchdowns in a season, as his best 
receiving threat. And he could very well 
do it again this season without Deion 
Branch, the best offensive weapon he has 
ever had.
If you want to build a winning fran­
chise, you have to do it with a proven win­
ner, and that’s Tom Brady.
—Mike Springer ’08
As a Philadelphia Eagles fan, I’m just glad neither Mike nor Brad chose 
to build their franchises around Terrell Owens. Seriously though, is any­
one else sick of hearing about T.O.’s broken finger/possible suicide 
attempt/breakup at this point? I’ll tell you one thing: I would have paid 
good money to be able to see Bill Parcells’ face when he found out that 
his second best receiver (that’s right, Terry Glenn is better) was in the 
hospital because he was either: (A) suicidal or (B) just incredibly stupid.
Some other random NFL thoughts: If I heard Tony Kornheiser call Brett
Favre a warrior one more time on Monday Night Football this week, I would have strangled 
myself with my Donovan McNabb jersey. I mean, I like the guy, but how much “moxie” and 
“gusto” and “guts” does it take to finish with this line: 22-of-44 for 205 yards, 0 TDs and 2 INTs. 
When I see those numbers, I think of two words: Aaron Brooks.
Props to the Patriots for a big win over the Cincinnati Convicts, and to the Bears for a thor­
ough beatdown of the Madden-jinxed Seahawks. As for whom I’d choose to start my fran­
chise with9 Michael Vick. Actually, just kidding. Give me Carson Palmer.
Project REWARDS
Reinforcing Effective Ways to Reduce Daily Smoking
Remember, Cowl readers ... we want to 
hear from you! Just e-mail your questions 
either about PC sports or sports in general to 
cowlsports@gmail.com, and we’ll do our 
best to answer them—and stir up a little 
debate if we can!
Thanks,
The Cowl Sports Staff
Jeremy, I think you and everyone out 
there might be taken aback by my choice at 
first, but I'm going with Brian Urlacher 
for a couple of reasons. Just as Ray Lewis 
led the Ravens to a championship in the 
2000 season, Urlacher's Bears have the 
ability to at least get to the Big Game for 
the next few years because the Chicago 
defense is just that good. That crew is led 
by the five-time Pro Bowler and reigning 
Defensive Player of the Year. Every year 
he is healthy, he has more than 100 tackles. 
He has contributed to Chicago allowing 
the fewest points in the NFL in two of his 
six pro seasons (and only 29 points 
through four games so far).
I could go on and on about his individ­
ual stats, but as Coach Lovie Smith's 
defensive captain, he musters up the troops 
every down at Soldier Field and can turn 
an opponent’s turf into a graveyard with 
bone-chilling hits. Without Urlacher it 
would be difficult for the Bears to get into 
the playoffs; with Urlacher they are Super 
Bowl contenders, especially with how 
their offense has improved this year. 
While he is no longer a kid at 28, Urlacher 
is still a year younger than Tom Brady, and 
two years younger than Peyton Manning, 
who are both popular picks. Manning has 
yet to prove he can win a big playoff game; 
and, yes, Brady is clutch, but he has 
always had a tough defense backing him 
up. Defense wins championships, and 
that's why Brian Urlacher would be my top 
choice to start a franchise.
—Bradley Chen ’08
You may be eligible to 
participate in a research 
study if you are:
•A current daily smoker
• Between the ages of 18-24 
•Enrolled in college
• Earn $75 in cash at your first appointment,
• Earn between $210 and $523 in cash by 
providing us with daily CO readings.
• Earn up to $175 in cash for follow-up 
appointments.
For more information please contact Polly at: 
Phone: (401) 444-1814
Email: REWARDS@Brown.edu
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Second and third = No. 18 and No.
by Drew Goucher ’08
Sports Staff
This past weekend, the Cross Country 
teams of Providence College posted strong 
showings at the annual Notre Dame 
Invitational, with the Men’s team placing 
second and the Women 
CROSS placing third. The com- 
COUNTRY pelling performances were 
enough to significantly 
vault PC up the national rankings— No. 18 
for the men and to No. 11 for the women— 
as both teams knock on the doorstep of the 
top 10 programs in the country.
The women’s team was paced by soph­
omore Danette Doetzel, who finished 14th 
individually at the Invitational, posting a 
time of 17:13 over the 3.1 mile course. 
Doetzel is a transfer from Michigan State, 
who enters PC as a sophomore and imme­
diately steps in as one of the Friars’ top 
runners.
“It was nice to see [Danette] out front 
and leading the team,” said cross country 
Head Coach Ray Treacy, now in his 16th 
season at the helm of the Friars.
But more importantly was the depth dis­
played by the women’s team. Cross 
Country team scoring is calculated by 
adding the places of each team’s top five 
runners, and the lowest scores win. The 
Friar runners achieved a collective score of 
120, good enough to beat other highly 
touted programs such as Florida State, 
Illinois, Florida, Georgia, Wisconsin, and 
North Carolina. Yet most significant for 
Treacy was the fact that the difference in 
time between Doetzel and PC’s fifth run­
ner was a mere 20 seconds.
“The women ran great as a group, with 
just 20 seconds between the number one 
[runner] and the number 5 [runner]. If we 
can just move that group all up a few sec­
onds, we’ll be great. And it’s great that 
people are beginning to take notice,” 
Treacy added.
The other scoring runners for the 
women were Aine Hoban (19th with a time 
of 17:16); Meghan Owen (26th with a time 
of 17:24); Katie DiCamillo (27th with a
FH: No. 12 
falls to No. 4 
continued from back page
“They beat us last year at home,” said 
Ewens. “But we’re ready to go there and 
let them know we’re still in the confer­
ence. They’re another step to where we’re 
headed.” If the team continues to work 
hard and limit opponents’ scoring, the Big 
East tournament could be within reach.
“We always strive for the tournament,” 
said Sickel. “We still have Louisville, 
Syracuse, UCONN, and Villanova to play. 
That’s a whole chunk of our season so we 
have to stay confident and keep focused.” 
With the Big East tournament just a month 
away, the Friars are well on their way to 
earning a second trip to Louisville to com­
pete for the Big East title.
courtesy of sports info
Senior Martin Fagan pumps his fist after completing his first race of the season with 
a solid seventh place finish. Fagan led the men to a second place finish at the Notre 
Dame Invitational last weekend. Following their performance in South Bend, the 
team was ranked No. 18 this week.
time of 17:24); and Breffini Twohig (34th 
with a time of 17:33).
The men, meanwhile, posted an out­
standing performance in finishing second. 
Leading the way was senior Martin Fagan, 
making his first appearance of the season. 
Fagan had run all summer, so Treacy had 
decided to rest him during the first two 
meets of the season. Fagan finished sev­
enth at Notre Dame with a time of 23:56,
Soccer: Still winless in the Big East
continued from back page
the Friars were anxious to get another 
opportunity to try to pull out a conference 
win. Next up was No. 13 Villanova 
University, a bigger threat than 
Georgetown. The undefeated Wildcats 
were a formidable opponent but the team 
was up for the challenge.
“They are an established program so 
anytime that you go into a game against an 
undefeated team you hope that the girls 
aren’t intimidated,” said McGirr. “It’s a 
good opportunity but it’s only good if you 
seize it. The girls were receptive to that 
and were able to play well.”
Elfers was once again among the stand­
outs of the game. She made a total of eight 
saves in net, three of which came in over­
time and as a result, was able to post her 
fifth shut-out of the season. This shut-out 
was Villanova’s first on the season.
“She has been outstanding,” said 
McGirr of Elfers. “Her mentality and her 
but as this was his first race back, he strug­
gled late in the race. Treacy is aware that 
while the finish was indeed a very strong 
one, there are much better things for Fagan 
on the horizon as he works his way back.
“Martin was very strong, given that it 
was his first race. He lost a couple of 
places late, but he’ll be a different athlete 
at the [upcoming] prenational meet. I rest­
ed him early on because he raced all sum­
work rate allow for her to be as successful 
as she has been. Generally goaltenders are 
expected to make one or two big saves per 
game, but being that we are a rather young 
team we need her to make three or four big 
saves and this past game she stepped up.”
Unfortunately for the Friars, the game 
is not won entirely in the net. Both teams 
had plenty of opportunities to take the 
game, with the Friars having a series of 
offensive chances due to a foul call in the 
Wildcats’ attacking third. After a series of 
corner kicks the Friars lost the momentum 
and the game went back and forth with nei­
ther team making any ground.
Villanova had four shots in overtime 
while Providence had three—but neither 
team capitalized. The Wildcats scored with 
1:35 left in the second overtime but the 
goal was negated by an offside call.
As the final moments of overtime 
expired so did the Friars’ hopes of captur­
ing their first Big East win of 2006.
11 rankings 
mer—through August—-at the European 
Championships, so his body needed a rest. 
Now he’s back on track, and he’ll be fine 
for the rest of the season,” he said.
Also scoring were Ahmed Haji (12th 
with a time of 24:08); Max Smith (22nd 
with a time of 24:20); Richard Yeates (31st 
with a time of 24:33); and Nick Weidman 
(37th with a time of 24:40). Treacy was 
quick to praise the whole team for then- 
strong effort over the weekend.
“Lots of the teams we beat were ranked 
high, so to beat them was very positive. I 
was very pleased,” he said. “We ran in the 
hopes that we would finish in the top three 
in both [men’s and women’s]. We were 
very competitive.”
He also singled out Haji for a strong 
race.
“That was one of Ahmed’s best races 
as well. He’s very, very consistent. 
Overall, I think the team is very strong this 
year. There’s a lot more depth this year 
than last,” he said.
Still, though, Treacy expressed surprise 
that the men’s team, after a second place 
finish, did not crack the top 15 in the 
national rankings.
“We moved up in the rankings, but not 
as much as I had hoped. We beat the No. 
14 school, but yet we’re ranked No. 18. 
Hopefully we can continue to move up, 
because it will take a lot of pressure off us 
at regionals knowing that we’re pretty 
much [guaranteed entry] into nationals as 
long as we have a decent run at regionals,” 
he said.
This week, the team has the New 
England Championships. With a cautious 
eye towards the future, Treacy will rest his 
top runners for the upcoming Pre-nation- 
als, on Oct. 14.
“The pre-nationals—in Terra Haute, 
Ind.—is an opportunity for us to run the 
Nationals Course against some of the best 
teams in the country,” Treacy said.
So while the team prepares for upcom­
ing races, Treacy and his runners will stay 
in shape with the ultimate goal of cracking 
the nation’s Top 10.
“We play good soccer, but we just need 
to find goals,” said McGirr. “We have a 
young group of players at attack and some­
times experience is what it takes to score 
goals. We’ve just got to find ways to 
score.”
Coming off of two well played games 
the Lady Friars are focused on getting a 
“W” on their Big East scoreboard. The 
next opportunity comes this Friday, Oct. 6, 
at 3:00 p.m. when PC hosts Syracuse. The 
Friars hope that the conclusion of this 
weekend will bring a 1 -3-2 Big East record 
and turn around a difficult season.
“Syracuse is a well coached team,” said 
McGirr. “Coach Farmer is a well respected 
coach and facing his team scares me a lit­
tle more than playing Villanova did. 
Syracuse as of right now is 0-4 in the Big 
East and they will do anything to win. 
They want to win one badly and so do we, 
so it should be a good game.”
S PORTS
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but Big East win for Friars
by Erin Redihan ’08
Asst. Sports Editor
The Providence College Field Hockey 
Team came into the 2006 season with one 
team goal: to make the Big East tourna­
ment. The team knew it would take hard 
work and some improve- 
FIELD nient over last year’s 1-4 
HOCKEY Big East record. The Friars 
matched their 2005 victory 
with a win at Georgetown 
University on Sept. 20, a good way to open 
their conference schedule, but as they 
learned last season, probably not enough.
On Sunday, Providence had the chance 
to improve to 2-0 in the league when it 
hosted Rutgers University (4-9). The 
Friars’ 2-1 victory matched their second 
Big East win—the most the team has had 
since 2000, when it posted a 2-3 confer­
ence record.
A fast start was the key to PC’s victory 
on Sunday. The offense started strong 
when senior Jessica Weinstein scored her 
third goal of the season in the first minute. 
Senior Lauren Sickel assisted the play.
“She’s really stepped in when needed at 
critical times,” said Head Coach Diane 
Madl of Weinstein. “We’ve been very 
pleased with her.”
The Scarlet Knights evened the score 
later in the half when Sarah Dunn’s shot 
escaped Providence freshman goaltender 
Rachel Chamberlain. But the Providence 
seniors helped keep their Big East record 
perfect when senior Melissa McGow 
scored with 53 seconds to play in the first 
half. McGow continues to hold the team 
lead in goals with eight.
“It was a critical game because they’re 
in the Big East,” said Madl. “But we were 
able to do what we needed. It wasn’t one 
of our most pretty games, but we were 
effective.”
COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO
Senior Jessica Weinstein has been key to PC’s success this season. Weinstein has 
contributed three goals, including one in the first minute of the Rutgers game on 
Sunday, which helped the team maintain its perfect record in the Big East.
The second half was relatively quiet 
compared to the first. The Friars outshot 
the Scarlet Knights 4-1 after halftime and 
18-3 for the game.
“They came back and made the game a 
battle,” said Sickel. “We had to fight the 
whole second half.”
Chamberlain made one save while 
allowing only one goal, adding onto to her 
outstanding rookie season.
“When we scored quickly, it got us real­
ly excited and we went from there,” said 
senior Emily Ewens. “We definitely had 
our shining moments.”
The Friars were rewarded for their suc- 
ces against Rutgers on Sunday and 
Harvard University last Wednesday in the 
national field hockey rankings. The two 
victories, which included the team’s sec­
ond conference win, helped it leap from 
No. 15 to No. 12 in the standings.
On Wednesday, Oct. 4, the Friars host­
ed former Big East rival Boston College, 
which came to town fresh off a win over 
No. 5 Duke University in double overtime 
on Saturday. The Eagles are ranked No. 4 
in the country, but national rankings have 
not scared the Friars this year: They beat 
both No. 8 Michigan and No. 18 
Northeastern in September.
“We’re always excited to play them 
because we’ve never beat BC in the fall,” 
said Ewens. “We’re going to treat them 
like a Big East team, and we’re ready to 
beat them.”
“We’re going in looking for an upset,” 
said Sickel. “The bigger teams seem to 
underestimate us and we go into these 
games feeling like the underdog, which 
works for us. We like this mentality.”
This time, however, capitalizing on the 
underdog mentality was not enough. The 
Friars played hard but were unable to claw 
out a victory from the Eagles, who pulled 
off a 2-1 win.
The BC offense came out strong and 
took an early lead with Caitlyn Young’s 
goal in the third minute. Providence 
would come back to tie when McGow 
scored unassisted at 12:52, her eighth goal 
of the year. The rest of the first half was 
quiet, with BC outshooting the Friars 6-2.
The teams remained knotted at 1-1 until 
BC’s Caitlin Gillin scored the decisive 
goal in the 50th minute. The Friars had the 
chance to even the score off a penalty cor­
ner with eight minutes to play but were 
unable to capitalize.
Although Boston College dominated 
much of the game, Providence defense was 
strong with Chamberlain stopping five 
Eagle shots.
This week the Friars will try to keep 
their Big East record in tact when they face 
the University of Louisville on Sunday, 
Oct. 8 at noon.
“They’re a very talented team,” said 
Madl. “Hopefully, playing Boston College 
will prepare us to face them.”
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Successes highlight big week for PC soccer
Men rise to 
No. 23 in 
rankings...
by Ryan Holt ’09 
Sports Staff
Here at Providence College, 
we do not have a football team, 
we have a futbol team. The 
Providence College Men’s 
Soccer Team, now 
MEN’S ranked No. 23 in 
SOCCER l^e nation, returned 
home Saturday 
with a gaudy 7-2 
overall record, including a 4-1 
mark in Big East play.
The PC community welcomed 
the team with open arms. On a 
warm and bright afternoon, the 
Friars faced Big East foe 
Georgetown in front of a large 
crowd. The Friars jumped ahead 
early and never looked back, 
burying the Hoyas 4-0 that after­
noon.
“Our mentality was to go out 
and put it away quick,” said jun­
ior Ryan Maduro. Maduro scored 
the game’s third goal. He nearly 
had another; however, it struck 
the post.
The Friars began the scoring 
barrage with sophomore Timothy 
Ritter’s header early in the first 
half. Just two minutes later, the 
Friars added to the lead as senior 
tri-captain Joseph Weill scored to
TIM PISACICH '07/The Cowl
Junior Ryan Maduro and the PC offense has been a major reason 
for the team’s success so far this year. The Friars’ 22 goals rank 
third in the Big East behind only No. 8 West Virginia and No. 21 
Notre Dame.
up the lead to 2-0 at the half.
After Maduro added the Friars’ 
third goal, freshman Jonathan 
Medcalf capped the game at 4-0. 
The goal, his fifth of the season 
and his third in as many games, 
helped him earn his second 
straight Big East Freshman of the 
Week honors.
“Its pretty special—I never 
expected anything like that. Just 
to come up here and score some 
goals and be Big East Freshman 
of the Week, it’s awesome,” said
Medcalf.
Medcalf, who leads the Friars 
in goals, is adjusting quite well to 
the college game. He attributes 
much of his success so far to his 
teammates.
“Its a lot different, a lot more 
physical, a faster-paced game 
than high school and club, but it’s 
a lot of fun playing with all these 
awesome players,” he said of Big 
East play.
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. . . while women earn pair of 
gutsy draws with Big East foes
by Greg Hartwell ’07
Sports Staff
Strong effort and willpower 
were enough to keep two strong 
soccer programs at bay. 
Unfortunately, 
WOMEN’S Providence 
SOCCER College’s Women’s 
Soccer Team 
would need more 
than that to beat Georgetown 
University and Villanova 
University as both games ended 
in ties, 1-1 and 0-0 respectively. 
The lady Friars traveled to 
Washington, D.C., to face the 
Georgetown Hoyas Friday, Sept. 
29, before bolting over to 
Philadelphia, Penn, to battle the 
Wildcats last Sunday Oct. 1. 
Much to their dismay, all the trav­
eling was for naught, and 
although the Friars came back 
without any more losses, their 
record improved only slightly to 
3-3-5 overall and 0-3-2 in Big 
East play.
The Friars/Hoyas game was 
rather evenly matched. Both 
teams came into the game win­
less so far in the Big East. The 
game marked a first for both 
teams: A point in conference play. 
After a scoreless first half, senior 
Erin Mastrodonato provided the 
Friars with their first goal in the 
conference as well as her first on 
the season. The goal came at the 
58:43 mark when she found the 
upper right comer of the net from 
the top of the box.
The illusion of an eminent win 
was fleeting though, as Hoya 
Chrissy Skogen netted one for 
Georgetown at the 73rd minute 
mark. Skogen was assisted by 
Sarah Fetters, who, after crossing 
it, set Skogen up for a header 
eight yards out.
Being more or less evenly 
matched, the remainder of the 
game ended without occurrence. 
Although Georgetown held a 24- 
8 advantage in shots, the team 
only held a 6-4 edge on shots on 
goal. Providence held the edge on 
corner kicks 5-2 and junior Laura 
Elfers made five saves to help 
Providence hold onto the tie.
“Box scores tend to be misin­
terpreted,” explained Head Coach 
Jim McGirr. “Any shot beyond 
the 30 yard mark is not consid­
ered dangerous at this level but is 
still recorded as a shot. I tend to 
focus more on the saves and cor­
ner kicks to judge our perform­
ance. Shots can be anything over 
the end-line and easily misinter­
preted. We do a good job defend­
ing the final third, and Laura with 
her great size and athleticism has 
the ability to get around the box.”
Coming off of their near win,
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